21/ 07/ 1998
Stop being parrots of the West, PMtells Qpposition

Fadzi| Gnazali

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad yesterday slammed the
OQpposition for "parroting"” foreigners who are out to destroy the nation

i nstead of working with the Governnent to help solve the current economc
pr obl ens.

"They have nothing to harp on, so they (the Cpposition) use the economc
problens to their advantage,” Dr Mahathir said at the Dewan Rakyat
yest er day.

Replying to a question by LimKit Siang (DAP-Tanjong) who clai ned that
nepoti smand cronyismin the Government had worsened i nvestors' confidence
towards the country, Dr Mahathir said terns such as "denial syndrone"
"crony capitalism and "nepotism' were never used by the Opposition until
the foreign Press started using them

Dr Mahathir said if Malaysia was as bad as it was potrayed by the
Qpposition, it would have been inpossible for Malaysia to devel op as nuch
as it did.

"But because he (Lim practises nepotism DAP had never been
successful ," he said, citing the failed Tanjung projects in the |ast three
general el ections, as exanpl es.

Dr Mahathir said the fact that the Cpposition echoed the foreign nedia
sentiments indicated that they had not hing substantial to put forward as
concrete proposals.

"The Qpposition in Ml aysia lacks quality. It is better to let others
t ake over," he added.

Replying to a suppl enmentary question fromWan Hanafi ah Wan Mat Sanan
(BN- Pokok Sena), Dr Mahathir said the Cpposition felt that they would
achieve landslide victory in the next general election as a result of the
current econonic probl ens.

"They feel that the foreigners who had caused the current problens in
the country, would help themw n the next election. This nmeans they (the
Qpposition) are mere agents to the foreigners.™

Dr Mahathir said Limactually practi sed nepoti smas he had al ready naned
his son as his successor, adding that: "This is the biggest exanpl e of
nepotism"”

"If they ever take over the adm nistration of the country, in a thousand
years probably, we will see a Government which does not all ow any
criticismand conprises nmenbers of the | eader's children, grandchildren
and all,"” he said.

* THE Mul ti medi a and Conmuni cations Bill 1998 possesses positive inpact
to ensure success in the country's efforts to devel op the Miltimedi a Super
Corridor (MsC).

Ener gy, Tel ecomuni cations and Posts M nister Datuk Leo Mggie said the
new |l aw acts to integrate all the existing cyber |egislations that were
passed in Parlianent |ast year.

"It facilitates in nmaking Mal aysia a regional centre of
tel ecommuni cations and to create an inforned society," he said when
tabling the Bill for second reading at the Dewan Rakyat yesterday.

Leo Moggie said the Bill is another nove to introduce a detailed policy
structure, enconpassi ng a convergence of tel ecomrmunications, conputer and
br oadcast i ng.

He noted that this is the basis for the introduction of the Bill which
reflected the growt h of new communi cati ons and nmultinmedia industries in



the country.

The proposed law will also repeal the existing Tel ecomunicati ons Act
1950 and Broadcasting Act 1988. It also seeks to provide a generic set of
regul atory provisions based on generic definitions of nmarket and service
activities and services.

Leo Moggi e said the scope for the legislation is wide and has a w de
usage, adding that it will not require anendnents when there is a
technol ogi cal change, unless it is specific.

The proposed | egislation takes into consideration gl obal needs and al so
covers issues related to supervisory and conpetition anong the dom nant
service providers.

To ensure transparency, clarity and to ensure healthy conpetition within
the industry, Moggie said a tribunal headed by a H gh Court judge to be
assisted by two other specialists in their own fields would be set up

Consurer protection will also be addressed in the proposed | egislation,
where a consumer forumcan be set up by the supervisory body for consuners
and service providers to refer to in case of disputes.

Bernama reports: The country's current econom c sl owdown has in no way
af fected the confidence of world software giant Mcrosoft Corp to continue
investing in Malaysia's MSC proj ect.

Deputy Energy, Tel econmuni cati ons and Posts M ni ster Datuk Chan Kong
Choy said the US-based conpany, through its | ocal subsidiary, M crosoft
Know edge Capital Centre Sdn Bhd, has expressed wllingness to continue
investing in the MSC.

"The Governnent highly wel comes the nove by M crosoft and hopes ot her
conmpani es would enulate it," he said replying to a suppl enmentary question
from Dat uk Hon Choon Ki m (BN Serenban) during question tine.

Replying to the original question fromDr G Leelavathi (BN Kapar), Chan
said so far 154 conpani es have confirned participation in the MSC

O the nunber, 65 are local firns, 32 joint ventures between | ocal and
foreign parties and 57, fully foreign-owned conpani es.

Al t oget her, these conpani es have comritted i nvestnment totalling RW.2
billion during their first year and nore than RM3 billion within five
years of operations, he said.

The Governnent projected that 46 nore conpani es woul d confirm
participation in the MSC by year end, he told the Dewan.

This will bring to 200 the total nunber of conpanies operating in the
MSC, Chan added.

* OPEN burning for religious purposes is allowed, Mnister of Science,
Technol ogy and the Environnent Datuk Law Hi eng Di ng said.

Smal|l fires by farners such as for burning away padi husks are al so
permtted, he told the Dewan Rakyat.

"Burning by farmers involved in shifting cultivation as well as
destroyi ng sugarcane | eaves by burning are also permitted," he told Abdu
Ham d Abdul Rahnan (BN Sungai Benut).

He said up to yesterday, 176 cases of open burning offences had been
brought before the courts with the offenders charged under the Environnent
Quality Act 1974. Law hoped such legal action will serve as a lesson to
others not to engage in open burning.

He said the ministry's enforcement officers will step up operation to
ensure that individuals and conpani es do not engage in indiscrimnate open
burning activities.

Replying to Zai nal Abidin OGsman (BN-Mersing), Law said Sarawak and Sabah
are anpong the states expected to be affected by the La Ni na phenonenon at
the end of this year when there will be heavy rain and fl oods.

The m nistry had advised the two states as well as other states in the
Peni nsul a to be prepared for this, he added.
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