07 JAN 1998
Megat - | nport
STOP | MPORTI NG LESS POPULAR GOODS

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 7 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has directed a |list be conpiled for inported goods that do not sale
wel |, said Domestic Trade and Consuner Affairs M nister Datuk Megat Junid
Megat Ayob today.

He said the directive was ai med at encouragi ng purchase of |ocal goods
and stopping inport of |ess popular goods to stop the outflow of the
Ri nggit.

The i nported goods included foodstuff and other itens, still found in
| arge quantities in supermarkets, he said when net at his office here.

He said these itens included 50 types of butter, wi nes and canned food.

Megat Junid said he had directed the mnistry's secretary general to
nmeet inporters concerned to advise themto stop inporting such goods.

On price hike of foodstuff, he said this was due to increase in price
of ingredients |ike onions.

He said enforcenent officers had al so been directed to intensify checks
to ensure the situation would not get out of hand.

Megat Junid al so urged consuners to spend wisely as there were
alternatives to each item

Taki ng oni ons as exanple, he said there were five types of inported
ones, the cheapest being from Thail and which was being retailed at RV per
kg.

He al so said the cabinet conmittee on essential goods under the
chai rmanshi p of Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwould hold a
meeting tonorrow to di scuss anbg ot hers neasures to overcone i ncrease in
prices of such goods. --BERNAVA
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