31 OCT 1998
Abdul | ah- Denmonstrati ons
STREET DEMONSTRATI ONS | NFRI NGE ON THE RI GHT OF THE MAJORI TY, SAYS ABDULLAH

SEPANG Cct 31 (Bernamm) -- Street denonstrations by sacked Deputy
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahiminfringe on the right of the
majority of the people who want peace and stability in the country, Umo
vi ce president Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today.

He said that this group of people had stated that they do not want
their livelihood affected and political stability in the country
t hr eat ened.

"They (denonstrators) appear as though they never care (about the voice
of the majority). They are prepared to riot just for one man," he said at a
neet -t he- peopl e session at Bandar Baru Sal ak Ti nggi, here.

In this respect, he called on Umo nenbers to take a firmstand in
denounci ng such street denonstrations as Umo had to proceed with its role
to defend the country's sovereignty and stability fromwhatever threats.

"Such street denonstrations will result in investors staying away. And
if this is allowed to happen, it will affect and retard our efforts towards
econom ¢ recovery like we all expect," he said.

Abdul | ah said that groups like Gerak were actually not genuinely
fighting for Anwar but taking advantage of the situation just |ike sonme of
t he non- gover nnent al organi sati ons.

"As far as | know, fromhistory, PAS and DAP never take to Anwar. As
such, they are only taking advantage of the situation to achieve their own
agenda, " he said.

He said that Umo nenbers should realise that Anwar, the fornmer Umo
deputy president, had been given the opportunity twice to explain his
position to the Suprene Council unlike Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Tanby Chi k who
was not given such an opportunity.

He al so said that Anwar's expul sion fromthe party was unani nous after
efforts had been made by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, who
is Umo president, for himto bow out gracefully.

Abdul | ah said that the party had to take acti on when Anwar insisted
that he was a fighter and would fight all the way.

Touchi ng on the econony, Abdullah, who is Foreign Mnister, said that
the econonic nmeasures initiated by Dr Mahathir were now attracting
attention and support fromothers and if such neasures were successful in
reviving the econony, there was a possibility the other devel opi ng
countries woul d enmul ate Mal aysi a.

"If we succeed, they will realise that not only the M-, but there are
ot her cures that could be prescribed according to the needs of the
devel opi ng countries," he said.

"These were the ideas of Dr Mahathir. He had stated to the Cabi net how
difficult it was initially to seek the support of econom sts, professionals
and his Cabi net coll eagues in agreeing to the approach to be introduced,"
he sai d.

Asked by reporters |ater on reports that Anwar's forner political
secretary Ezam Mohaned Noor had cl ai med having net secretly with severa
Umo nmenbers in Batam Jakarta and Bangkok over anti-governnent plots,
Abdul | ah said that stern action had to be taken agai nst those invol ved.

"If there are Umo nenbers involved in such neetings said to have a
certain agenda, we have to take action," he said.

However, he said that he was not aware of the matter.

Abdul | ah al so said that Unmo shoul d proceed with its information



sessions to its nenbers especially the younger generation so that they
woul d not be confused over the current political devel opnent.
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