13 DEC 1998
Umo- Zahi d
STRESS ON CONSOLI DATI NG UMNO, ZAHI D TELLS PARTY LEADERS

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 13 (Bername) -- Fornmer Umo Youth head Datuk Zahid
Ham di has called on Umo | eaders, especially at the divisional level, to
strive to consolidate the party to face the next general el ection.

He said the | eaders woul d gain nothing fromconcentrating on their own
positions if the party lost in the election.

"I wish to suggest to the | eaders at the grassroots to give nore
attention to their respective areas,"” he said when conmenting on the policy
speech by Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad at the party's
speci al general assenbly here today.

Zahi d, who attended the assenbly as an ordinary del egate, supported Dr
Mahathir's call to Umo nmenbers to give priority to party interests over
sel f-interest.

In this context, he said, |eaders at all levels should return to the
grassroots and allay the confusion caused by recent events so as to avoid
any split in the party.

Zahid was referring to the issue if Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims renoval
fromthe party and governnent in early Septenber.

He expressed confidence that the party would be able to naintain its
unity despite Anwar's renoval

Al t hough Umo suffered a split when Datuk Onn Jaafar left it to forma
new party, it renmained intact because nenbers were | oyal and gave priority
to Umo's interests, he said.

"The event did not bring down Unmo," said Zahid.

"What the party president has said is true and should be well received
by nenbers at the grassroots,” he added.
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