31/ 08/ 1998

"Strive, sacrifice to get nation out of recession

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Mal aysians nust be prepared to work harder and nake
bi gger sacrifices to pull the country out of the recession, MCA president
Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today.

He said they nmust not | ose hope in facing the chall enges, the toughest
since the country gai ned i ndependence 41 years ago, and they nust be
confident that they can do it within a shorter period than antici pated.

"Qur country went through a recession once in md-380s.

"Wth the co-operation and untiring efforts by both the Government and
the people, we not only beat the recession but also energed stronger
econom cally," he said in his nessage to mark the country's 41st Nationa
Day cel ebrati ons tonorrow.

Dr Ling, who is also Transport Mnister, also called on Mal aysians to
give solid support to the Government and the | eadership of Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad as Prime Mnister in efforts to rehabilitate the econony.

In Kual a Lunpur, social welfare advocate Datuk Lee Lam Thye sai d t oday
the econonic difficulties confronting Ml aysi ans drives honme the need for
themto continue building a united nation with a sense of common and
shared destiny.

Lee, in a Press release, called on all Ml aysians to enhance the spirit
of love and loyalty for the country and contribute towards its economc
recovery.

Lee, who is also a nenber of the National Unity Advisory Panel, said
Nati onal Day was also a tinme for Mal aysians to renmenber that nationa
unity was paranmount to the nation's future devel opment and success.

Meanwhi |l e, the DAP plans to hold a National Econonic Crisis Consultative
Conference on Sept 20 for Ml aysians to pool their ideas on howto
overcone the country's economnic probl ens.

Its secretary-general LimKit Siang said the conference would be held in
the spirit of the National Day theme "Qur Nation, Qur Responsibility".

"I will seek the co-operation of the National Econom ¢ Action Counci
and the Government concerning the conference.

"I hope the Prine Mnister, Deputy Prine Mnister, the Mnister of
Speci al Functions and NEAC nenbers can neet with Ml aysians froma cross-
section of society to get a grip on the current problem™ he said in his
Nat i onal Day address.

The Ml aysi an Yout h Council has urged Mal aysians, particularly the
yout hs, to pledge their support and loyalty to the Governnent |ed by Dr
Mahat hi r.

In a statenment today, its president Saifuddin Abdull ah said even though
the youths were not involved in fighting for the country's freedom 41
years ago, they could contribute by hel ping the Governnent resol ve the
economni ¢ probl ens.

"Yout hs shoul d give their conmtnent to help the country recover from
the crisis faster."

The Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress today urged enployers not to
retrench workers but be responsi ble corporate citizens by protecting their
wor kers' long-terminterests.

Its president Zainal Ranpak told Bernama, enployers nust think of re-
training their workers in the latest industrial technol ogy.

He said workers could be re-trai ned using governnent facilities and
local training institutions which were on par with that of those abroad.



In Penang, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon today called on al
Mal aysi ans to assi st the Government with econom c recovery while pronoting
and enhanci ng greater peace, stability and solidarity.

In his National Day nessage, Koh said: "The cel ebration of National Day
gives us an opportunity to recall the great deeds of the | ate Tunku Abdu
Rahman Putra Al haj and the country's founding fathers and fighters for
i ndependence who freed us fromthe yoke of colonialism

"Since 1957, generations after generations of Ml aysians had worked hard
to sustain, defend and fulfil our independence.

"W have charted many achi evements over the past 41 years, especially
under the | eadership of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad since 1981

"Dr Mahathir inspired Vision 2020 for building a Ml aysi an nati on which
is fully advanced in all aspects and devel oping a civilised society well-
versed in information technol ogy through the inplenentation of the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor."

( END)
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