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Strive to help revitalise econony, Dr Mtells workers

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad calls on workers to continue
to work hard, be diligent, and show comritment in helping to revive the
econony of the country.
In his May Day nessage rel eased in Kuala Lunpur yesterday, Dr Mahathir
advi sed workers not to give up easily and to have patience in facing the
current chall enges.
"W nust accept that the Governnent has to reduce its expenditure due to
the econom c problens. W have to tighten our belt and assist in the
econom ¢ recovery," he added.
Noti ng that the Governnment has taken various neasures to counter the
effects of the regional turbul ence, Dr Mahathir said efforts are being
made to i ncrease economc activities.
"They i ncl ude strengthening the country's financial systemand providing
adequate credit facility for business activities," he added.
Dr Mahathir said while the Wirkers' Day this year may be a little gl oony
due to the econom ¢ downturn, Ml aysian workers are still fortunate
conpared to their counterparts in many of the nei ghbouring countries.
"W should be thankful (for this)," he added. In fact, except for those
who are choosy, there are enough jobs for everybody who wi shes to work.
The Prime M nister also said the Governnent is happy with the
cooperation shown by the workers in these trying tines.
"They have refrained fromdoing anything that may aggravate the current
econom ¢ downturn. They are united, disciplined and responsible in facing
the problens,” he added.
Dr Mahathir al so prai sed the uni ons' support, saying: "They know t hat
the problens are caused by external forces. The foreign specul ators had
pur posely depreci ated the value of our currency and shares and as a
result, our econony is experiencing a downturn."
He al so said the workers should remain al ert agai nst any attenpt to
"col oni se" the country anew.
"This time, they do not use mlitary strength or politics to control us
but econom ¢ power," he said, adding that several countries once dubbed as
"emer gi ng econom es" have been weakened by such action.
As a result of the pressure exerted, many conpani es have had to cl ose
down and their workers laid off, he said.
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