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BLENDI NG et hics and norality with technol ogy and busi ness practices i s not
necessarily difficult. But the possibility of m susing technol ogy and
mxing it with unethical business practices seens far easier. And perhaps,
even wi dely practi sed.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad was alluding to this |ast
week. He said that those who possess technol ogi cal power can use it for
negati ve purposes if it is not tenpered with a strong sense of ethics and
good val ues.

His fear is that rapid technol ogi cal devel opnment woul d gi ve power to
t hose who possess themto misuse this tool and this woul d have negative
results and could bring much harmto society. That is, if they choose to
take an unethical twist in their dealings and transactions.

This then led himto suggest that institutions of higher |earning should
conduct cl asses on ethics so that a good bal ance between technol ogy and
good val ues coul d be devel oped. Apparently, this is not the first tine
that the Prine Mnister has highlighted the issue, having done it severa
years ago

H s | atest coments were nade when he visited the Linkokwing Institute
of Creative Technology in Petaling Jaya and they could not have cone at a
better tine. Wth the state of the econony as it is, a rem nder on ethics
is nore than necessary.

A brief check with several |ocal institutions of higher |earning showed
that courses on business ethics are already available. At the Universiti
Utara Mal aysia, a Basic Business Ethics course has been a conpul sory item
for third year students, which nmeans they nust take and pass it in order
to get their degrees.

The paper is offered two hours per week, giving undergraduates two
credits. UUMclained that the university was the first |Iocal one to offer
such a paper after an earlier suggestion by the Prine Mnister.

At the Universiti Sains Ml aysia, a course of ethics is offered, also as
a conpul sory paper, for all its final year students in the Business
Managenent Programme. The subject was first offered four years ago and
gi ves students taking themthree credits.

The other universities - Universiti Kebangsaan, International Islamc
Uni versity and Universiti Sarawak - do not offer such a course. Perhaps,
they shoul d now plan to have one in view of Dr Mahathir's repeated pl ea.

In sonme foreign universities, graduates in business schools are nmade to
sit for the paper and they actually rely on actual case studies. In fact,
brown bag | uncheons and sem nars are regularly held where busi ness
students are exposed to contenporary issues, and business ethics is one of
t hem

Prom nent speakers fromindustries and regul atory bodi es are brought in
to give the undergraduates real -ti me experiences on the matter. More
uni versities have designed nasters programre for those who pursue second
degrees in business courses. The availability of such courses reflect the
growi ng i nportance of business ethics in today's world of sophisticated
commerce and enterprise

Busi ness students nmay becone full-fledge businessnmen in grey suits in
the future, wheeling and dealing their way to the bank. Unless they are
gui ded t hrough the straight and narrow, and constantly remi nded of their
rsponsibilities, they nay take the easy way to becone wealthy,



disregarding totally any ethical principles.

In a free market econony, businesses are allowed to be conducted in
al nrost a free-for-all situation. OF course there are | aws governing
busi nesses, but as long as they are not broken, private enterprises are
free to grow

This | ai ssez-faire environnent has been the mainstay of a free-market
econony system whi ch now dom nates the world. It is also within this
environnment that led the Prine Mnister to voice out his concern agai nst
unfettered busi ness dealings which, if unethically pursued, can and do
undernine a nation's econony and the livelihood of mllions.

The need for good business ethics and strong noral values is just as
i nportant and essential now as when the econony is boonmi ng. Wen tinmes are
good, it is easy to take ethics for granted because no one appears to be
payi ng much attention. But when tines are bad, every decision or deal is
scrutini sed.

Adhering to ethical practices would give its practitioners a greater
sense of accountability. Sharehol ders, workers, the public and taxpayers
stand to benefit fromsuch ethical values which will snowball into
enhanced credibility for the country as a whol e.

The Prime M nister's words should serve to rem nd everyone that they -
not just businessnmen - nmust maintain a strong ethical outlook in whatever
undertakings they are in. For those who wish to stick to ethical
practices, there are tenptati ons everywhere. Succunbing to such
tenptations would nerely negate everything that the country is striving
for, that is, a believer in free enterprise, one that is based on good
et hics and strong sense of noral grounds.
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