12 FEB 1998
Panel - Comment s
STRONG CONFI DENCE W TH MBC

CYBERJAYA, Feb 12 (Bernama) -- Several of the world' s top infornmation
technol ogy experts and conpany chi efs have expressed strong confidence with
the Mul ti medi a Super Corridor (MSC), saying the project will be a great
success.

They expressed their commtment to the project at a joint news
conference with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad after the
first day of the Second International Advisory Panel (IAP) neeting of the
MSC here today.

In fact, they even pledged for new and further investnents in MSC.

Sone such as Motorola's Board of Director Chairman Gary L. Tooker said
that his conmpany was conmitted to expand business in MSC especially in
Smart card and software devel opnent.

"I am pl eased with the concrete progress (in MSC) that Dr Mahathir and
his entire teamhave nade...In a very short period of tine we see the
vision starts to take place," he said.

Expressing simlar commtnent was Si emens AG Executive vice president
Axel Haas who said that the conpany decided to go for additional investnent
because it was attracted and i npressed with the project.

"I amvery optinmistic that we are investing in right place," he said.

Earlier Haas announced that the Gernman congl onerate was planning to
i nvest sonme US$50 million over the next 10 years in MSC

Fr ance-based Al catel Al sthom s Chai rman and Chi ef Executive Oficer,
Serge Tchuruk said that despite the economi c probl ens faced by Ml aysi a, he
has faith in Malaysia's future.

"The MSC is beyond a concept. W see the project and busi ness plans and
was very inpressed. | don't know of any country in the world that has such
a deep know edge about information technol ogy,"” he said.

Silicon Graphics Chairnman Bob Bi shop said the M5C woul d be a catal yst
to pull forward Mal aysia and ot her regional countries fromthe present
econom ¢ turnmoil.

"Despite the noney crisis, the MSCwll be a catalyst to pull forward
Mal aysia and the entire region forward.

"There is major progress fromthe |ast nmeeting. Facilities nore
vi sible. Planning are nore concrete,” he said.

Prof essor WlliamMIler of Stanford University, California said the
MSC had pi cked the best conpanies fromaround the world to the country.

"Learning fromthis other centres, generating and coll ecting the
i nnovati ons of sone other areas...we are beginning to see here an energence
of enterpreneurship, this is good news for Ml aysia," he said.

Bl oonberg' s regi onal head for South East Asia G Jagathisan said the
recently anmended Bernanma Act which withdrawn the exclusive right by the
Mal aysi an Nati onal News Agency (Bernanm) to di ssenmi nate forei gn news, was
one of the MSCinitiative | auded by Bl oonberg.

He said with the withdrawal, clients woul d now save up to RML2, 000 or
18 per cent fromthe cost of Bl oonberg termnals.

The reducti on woul d be effective end of March, he said.

Anbassador Di ana Lady Dougan, Senior Advisor for the Centre for
Strategi c and International Studies, Washington, said the | AP appl auded t he
vision and the willingness of Malaysia to be the test-bed in IT technol ogy.

Atotal of 25 I T experts who are nenbers and observers of | AP attended
today' s neeting. -- BERNAMA
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