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Cal| for stronger global aid response

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Shareem Anry

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today called for a
stronger international response to help the rural poor, especially wonen,
who have been nade poorer by the current econom c crisis.

The Prinme Mnister said this should be the case because Governnents
coul d not abandon their responsibilities to the peopl e who el ected them

The recession, he added, coul d be a catal yst for a social and political
re-think of domestic and gl obal econonic strategy.

"We nmust put our heads together to conme up with ways and neans to ward
of f econonic threats and i nstantaneous changes, " he sai d.

He was speaki ng at the opening of the Third International Steering
Comi ttee on t he Econom ¢ Advancerent of Rural Wonen (1 SC) neeting at the
Pal ace of the Gol den Horses.

Dr Mahat hir said poverty was particularly acute for rural wonen, fenal e-
headed househol ds, indi genous wonen, the urban poor and m gratory workers.

"The creation and enjoynent of gl obal wealth are very uneven and as
devel opi ng countries continueto struggle with deterioratingterns of
trade, debts and structural adjustnments, the basic needs of the people are
greatly conpronised."

Dr Mahathir said the inpact of the credit crunch and hi gh interest
rates, as a result of the econom c downturn, had been paral ysi ng.

"Rural wonen who are al ready poorer than others in their countries
becone acutely i npoveri shed.

"Enhanced econonic activities which is acknow edged as the way out of
poverty for rural wonen becones extrenely difficult as such activities
require credit to continue functioning."

Dr Mahat hir sai d beyond nmobilising financial support, the international
comunity should act in unison to overcone the problens of the world's
poor .

"W see for ourselves the i mense nmisery inflicted on people - nen,
wonen and children - all over the devel opi ng worl d.

"Focus must be on preventing such a crisis fromever happeni ng agai n and
to protect people fromthe consequences of econom c col |l apse,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said assistance of multilateral and bilateral | enders should
ai mat i nmedi atel y overcomi ng the poverty of the al ready poor directly.

"Endl ess di scussions on the so-called "newarchitecture' of the world
financial systemw ||l not do nuch good for those who may die in the
neantine," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the financial crisis brought about by currency
specul ati on and mani pul ati on, which began in Thail and | ast year had spread
to other countries in Asia, resulting in rapidincrease in poverty.

He said in one Asian country with a very bi g popul ation, the reduction
in the nurmber bel ow poverty |ine had reversed.

"Where before only 20 per cent were bel owthe poverty |line, now al nost
50 per cent had fallen bel owthe poverty line," Dr Mahathir said.

He added that the currency deval uati on and t he subsequent econonmic
recession had hit the rural poor nost, in particul ar womren.

"The situation is not hel ped much by sel f-aggrandi si ng pronouncenent s
fromspecul ators with sancti noni ous attitudes who appear on i nternational
medi a net wor ks maki ng unj ustifiabl e attacks on the strickened countries
and urging investors to pull out their noney to invest in nore |ucrative
mar kets," Dr Mahat hir said.



He said their callous call betrayed a cruel blindness to the plight of
m | 1ions of peopl e who had been i npoveri shed by t he econom ¢ downt urn and
dehurmani sed t he soci al costs borne by the countri es.

Dr Mahathir said no one had been spared fromthe econonic crisis, from
the | arge corporations to the ordi nary womren and nen in the street.

Al so present at the opening cerenony were Queen Fabi ol a of Bel gi umand
out-going president of the ICS Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhaned Ali.
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