19/ 11/ 1998
Students get chance of a lifetine

Kamal i a Abdul | ah

IT was a once-in-a-lifetime experience for about 30 students when they got
to interviewworld and busi ness | eaders during the Apec-Miltinedi a Super
Corridor Virtual Trade M ssion dobal Interview held in conjunction with
the Apec sunmt in Kuala Lurmpur.

Students were divided into groups of two or three for the interviews.

The students, consisting Ml aysi ans and foreigners studying in Ml aysi a,
were informed of their selection a week before the event. They frantically
surfed the Net and read up on business issues to prepare for the
i ntervi ews.

Later, 15 Anericans joined the group. Then, it was down to the serious
busi ness of gaining insight into US trade and Apec i ssues.

I n between boxed | unches because of the tight schedule, the students
listened to briefings by Kevin H Koonce, |egislative assistant to US
Senat or Jesse Helns, and Eric P. Farnsworth, a senior advisor on trade
i ssues who has worked for the White House.

The students al so carried out nock interviews.

VTM Foundati on chai rman Noel Gould told the students: "Relax. Don't be
nervous. Renenber, it is the interviewees who will be nore nervous as they
do not know what questions will be thrown at them"

For many, it was having the canmera focus on themthat was nore unnerving
than the actual interviews.

Uni versiti Tenaga undergraduate |dl an Rabi hah Zakaria, who intervi ewed
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad, says: "He put us at ease
when he sat down and smiled at us. Actually, | was nore nervous because
t he canera was focused on us."

Idl an and her classmates were puzzled over the rationale of the
Gover nnent peggi ng the US dollar at RMB. 80.

"W were saying the only way we were ever going to get an answer woul d
be if we were to ask the Prine Mnister himself," says Idlan, a menber of
the NST's Witers Bl oc.

"I'magi ne ny surprise when | was told that I would be interview ng him
O course, | asked that question."

New Zeal ander Samantha Clifton, 14, a student at the Internationa
School of Kual a Lunpur, interviewed her country's Prime M nister Jenny

Shi pl ey.
"1 have al ways dreanmed about neeting nmy Prime Mnister and | nmanaged to
do just that. | was not nervous al though the canera did nake ne feel a

littleunconfortable."

Nadj ea Butl er from Chi cago Vocati onal Career Acadeny, who was also in
the teamwho intervi ewed Shipley, says: "The Prime Mnister put us at ease
when she began to tal k about wonen and their involvenent in politics
before the interview proper."

Khoo Choo Ki from Sekol ah Menengah Catholic Petaling Jaya intervi ewed
t he Apec representative in Singapore, TomEngle, but had the chance to
pose a question to Dr Mahathir during a di al ogue sessi on.

"I asked a question that was youth-related while the others had al
posed economni ¢ questions," she says.

"He | ooked at nme and seened surprised, and | felt alittle
unconfortable.”

However, Khoo had an easier tine in her interview wth Engle.

"He was easy to talk to and gave straightforward answers," Khoo says.



Pia Roy, a science student at Tunku Abdul Rahman Col | ege, Kual a Lunpur,
i nterviewed Sandra Kristoff, director of international government
relations of New York Life Insurance. "I started off by pretending that
the canera was not there," says Roy.

"Kristoff did not have a snile on her face initially, but then she smiled
and said "This is fun' and that instantly put us at ease.

"When | asked the first question, | could feel ny hands shaking,
although | tried not to showthis. And, before | knewit, the interview
was conming to an end and I had to round up quickly as Dr Mahat hir was
com ng on next to be interviewed by ny col |l eagues.”

Ong Chong Yi from Sekol ah Menengah Sul tan Abdul Samad Petal ing Jaya, who

interviewed Australia' s Abac nmenber |nel da Roche, says: "I was a little
nervous but once you are up there, you just have to keep going and sonehow
we just did that. | got lots of opportunities to ask questions and |

real ly enjoyed the session."

Jani ce Margaret Lowl ey fromthe Chicago Vocational Acadeny Career, who
interviewed Dr Victor K. Fung, chairman of the Hong Kong Trade Devel opnent
Council, says: "I amgoing to | ook back on this day and it will definitely
have a mmjor inpact on ny future."
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