23/ 07/ 1998

Student visa terns for | ndons rel axed

PENANG, Wed. - Student visa conditions for Indonesians to study in private
col | eges in Penang have been rel axed foll owi ng an appeal by the State
Ger akan.

As a result, Indonesians will be granted student visas upon submitting a
letter of offer for placement in a private college registered with the
Education Mnistry, their international passports and four photographs
with their applications.

State CGerakan Youth chai rman Teng Chang Yeow sai d today student visa
applicants fromlndonesia woul d al so be exenpted fromhaving to submt
bank guarantees to the Immgration Departnent. Applications are to be nade
t hrough the I nmmigration Departnent in Penang.

The concession is a boon for nore than 1,000 children of |ndonesians who
had fled their country and various private coll eges here which wll
benefit frominproved busi ness.

"I't is not only good for the students and the coll eges but also for the
econony of the State and the country as a whole," said Teng who is al so
political secretary to Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon.

The concessi on was made known in a letter fromimrgration director-
general Datuk Aseh Che Mat to State Education, Econom c Pl anning and
I nformati on Committee chairman Dr Toh Kin Won | ate | ast nonth.

It foll owed Toh's letter of appeal to Prinme Mnister and Hone M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad expl ai ni ng the dil emma of many | ndonesi an
students who faced difficulty in obtaining student visas fromthe
| mmi grati on Departnent because they left their country in a hurry.
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