20/ 06/ 1998

Dr M Beware of subtle propaganda

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Ummo must not be weakened by success and nust al ways
be wary of the possibility of attenpts to bring it down, Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said it was inperative that Umo be
prepared at all tinmes and be continuously united because "chal |l enges and
dangers lurk all the tinme".

"Success in any struggl e does not nean that success will be pernmanent.
If we allow ourselves to be weakened by our prosperity, believe ne, the
success that we have attained will be alienated fromus," he said in his
openi ng address, at the 52nd Umo general assenbly at the Merdeka Hal |l of
the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

Dr Mahathir's address thened, The Chal |l enges of Turnoil, warned about
the West's "very subtl e propaganda”.

"They create concepts all the tine which supposedly reflect an advanced
civilisation that is nore consistent with time. We will not realise that
we have been used by them

"There will be those anmong us who, in fact, do not want to be regarded
as being I eft behind.

"These peopl e al ways accept the current thinking of the Wst," he said.

Touchi ng on denocracy, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia accepted this as a good
systemwith the greater probability of producing a fair and effective
| eadership "though this is not definite".

Citing the success of denpbcracy in Mal aysia, he said this was so because
"we Mal aysi ans, Mal aysi an politicians, Ml aysian political parties know
how to use this denpcratic systent.

"If denocracy nerely refers to najority rule, the Mal ays whi ch nake up
the majority of Ml aysians can use racial sentiments to establish a 100
per cent Ml ay Government.

"Wth the rights of a majority Governnent, chosen through a denocratic
process, the Ml ays can then claimall the country's riches for
t hensel ves, deny and suppress other races, alter electoral boundaries so
that Malay political power woul d be bigger, stronger and permanent."

Dr Mahathir said the Mal aysi an way of practising denocracy enphasi sed
justice for all races and had ensured political stability, resulting in
the sane party-led Governnent being voted to power.

He noted that there were accusations that denbcracy was non-existent in
Mal aysi a because there was no change in Governnent after every el ection.

"They say change is part of denocracy. If there is no change, then there
is no denobcracy. And many of us feel slightly enbarrassed as there is no
change.

"But renenmber, the right to naintain Governnents is not contradictory to
denocracy. In fact, it becones part of denocracy if this preservationis
in accordance with the people's w shes," he said.

Touching on Islamas a guide to overcomi ng econom c problens, Dr
Mahat hir said Umo was an i nstrunent that has adopted the struggles of the
Prophet to change the fate of Malay Mislins and other Bumi puteras in
Mal aysi a.

They have charted incredi ble progress froma race |acking in discipline
and confidence to one that was successful and capable to conpete with
ot hers and face chal | enges.

Dr Mahathir said sadly there were those who did not want to see this



success continue and were trying to destroy "all that we have built, the
progress we have achi eved and the corporate figures we have nurtured".

"Their intention is to enslave the Mal ays and Buni puteras once again,"
he added.

On the future of Umo, Dr Mahathir said, as with everything else in the
worl d, the party too "is not permanent™".

"But its lifespan need not be shortened because we are carel ess,
inefficient and obsessed with qui ck gains.

"The Umo struggle is not over yet. There is plenty nore that Ummo has

to do. The Mal ays and Bumi puteras are still not strong enough to be left
alone to fend for thensel ves wi thout Umo's | eadership and protection,” Dr
Mahat hir said, adding that they were still not strong enough to conpete in

thi s ever-changi ng worl d.
( END)
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