20/ 09/ 1998

Such sweet, sweet rhythm

COMBI NI NG steely grace and undeni abl e charisma, Ml aysia's rhythmc
gymasts toppl ed Canada and Australia enroute to winning the teamgold at
the Putra Stadi umlast night.

In a night of high drama and enotion, Thye Chee Ki at, Caroline Au Yong,
El Regina Tajudin and S. Sarina worked their collective magic to earn a
total of 93.023 points, pipping Canadi ans who earned 92. 962 poi nts.

Australia took the bronze with 92.937 points.

Pressure on the four young wornen ticked dangerously upwards when the
near capacity crowd realised Malaysia were in the running for the top spot
and insisted on thunderous cheers every tine one of the Ml aysi ans t ook
their turn.

A simlar, well-neaning show of support had rattled the nerves of the
Mal aysi an artistic gymmasts | ast week, but the rhythm c gymmasts clearly
used t he shower of appl ause to spur thensel ves on

Caroline Au Yong was the first to hit the floor, and the spritely |ass
showed the way for her teanmates with her score of 9.312 for her hoop
routine.

The four Ml aysians conmitted no visible error for the next three hours,
effortlessly plucking their apparatus out of the air in a show of
preci si on and choreographi c mastery.

Mal aysia were in the lead after the first half of the conpetition with a
total of 55.936 points gathered fromtheir rope and hoop routines.

Australia were close at their heels with a score of 55.237, while Canada
were third with 55.199 points.

But mi stakes began piling up in the second part of the conpetition,
whi ch saw the gymasts make a final run at the nmedal standings in the
cl ubs and ribbon el enents.

The first gymmasts fromeach of the three | eading countries dropped
their apparatus during their routines, but Australia's Shaneez Johnston
energed the | east scathed fromthe mshap with a score of 9.325, thanks to
the technical conplexity of her clubs performance.

Mal aysia were in very real danger of losing their lead to Australia when
Sarina dropped her clubs twi ce during her turn at the fl oor.

El Regi na subsequently m ssed a catch during her ribbon routine, a
m st ake made worse by her ribbon becom ng entangl ed about m d-way through
her performance.

It was up to Chee Kiat to salvage the teams bid for gold during her
clubs routine, the Malaysian team s |ast for the night.

The pressure was intense but the 16-year-old went in like a true
fighter.

Hers was a breathtaking performance, so on target that Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, who was watching with his wife Datin Seri
Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, was noved to give her a standi ng ovation.

The judges responded with a spectacul ar score of 9.5 and Chee Kiat, now
intears, had to cone forward to acknow edge the thunderous appl ause of an
adoring crowd.

Australia's Shaneez Johnston was not able to haul her team score up high
enough in one of the night's final performances, and the gold went to
Mal aysi a.

Canada, who had been I anguishing in third place for nuch of the
conpetition, surged to second place on the strength of Erika-Leigh



Stirton's clubs and ribbon performances, worth 9.6 and 9.5 points.
( END)
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