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SUHARTO ALWAYS STATES THAT HE | S PREPARED TO STEP DOWN, SAYS MAHATHI R

By: Azman U ang

KHARTOUM WMay 15 (Bernanmm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad sai d today President Suharto has been saying for sone tine that he
is prepared to step down if the people no |longer want himto rul e I ndonesia
where there i s now worsening political unrest.

"He has been saying it for quite sonme time. But what he is upset about
is that there are outsiders taking part (to unseat him," Dr Mahathir told
Ber nana here | ate Thursday when he was asked to conment on the | atest
situation in I ndonesi a.

Dr Mahathir, who ends his three-day official visit to Sudan | ate
Friday, said that he had a brief neeting with President Suharto in Cairo
| ast Wednesday. The two | eaders were in the Egyptian capital to attend the
G 15 Summit.

The prime minister said that in the nmeeting, however, he had stated to
Presi dent Suharto Ml aysia's support for neasures being taken for
| ndonesi a' s econom c recovery.

"W support Indonesia's efforts for its econonic recovery in accordance
with the requirenments of the | M- (International Mnetary Fund," he said.

He was al so asked to comrent on the wi despread rioting by students who
| oot ed shops and set public property on fire.

Dr Mahathir said that such a situation in Indonesia now could easily
spread if it happened anywhere includi ng Mal aysi a.

Earlier, in a gathering of Ml aysian students here, Dr Mahathir said
t hat President Suharto was not the cause of the econonic decline, the
| owest in 30 years, experienced now.

He said that |ndonesia had actually becone a very advanced devel opi ng
country under President Suharto, unlike before.

"During President Sukarno's rule previously, we in Ml aysia al ways hear
of how very poor Indonesians were...there were not enough food and there
were some reported to have eaten rats,” he said.

He said that Indonesia, under President Suharto, achieved so nmuch
progress and prosperity but what happened now was actually the result of
the economc crisis, like in Malaysia, due to the depreciation of the
I ndonesi an currency.

Dr Mahathir said that the I ndonesi an Rupi ah was deval ued by 400 per
cent while the Mal aysian Ringgit by 50 per cent due to the currency
mani pul ati on.

"Certainly there are attenpts to topple President Suharto by outsiders.
As for Mal aysia, there are attenpts to topple ne by outsiders," he said.

Last week, Dr Mahathir told Mal aysian students in Cairo that Ml aysia
had provided a bridging | oan of US$250 million to Indonesia to assist the
republic in its economc recovery.

He said that Indonesia woul d nake repaynment on receiving the | M-
econom ¢ recovery package soon

Dr Mahathir told the Mal aysi an students here that the situation in
| ndonesi a was devastating especially as so nmany conpani es i ncl udi ng banks
had been nmade bankrupt and sone 20 million people have | ost their jobs.

President Suharto had to shorten his official visit to Egypt after the
G 15 Sunmit due to the situation in Indonesia which remined uncertain

He told the I ndonesian comunity at a gathering in Cairo that he was
prepared to step down if the people no | onger wanted him

The | ndonesi a press covering his visit reported that President Suharto



had pl edged that he woul d not defend his position through force.
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