20/ 02/ 1998
Sukom preparation at full swing to neet deadline

Hayati Hayat udin

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Preparations for the Kual a Lunpur Conmonweal t h
Ganes 1998 are nmoving at top speed; be it infrastructural devel opnent,
compl etion of hotels, upgrading of vehicles and transportation systens or
opti onal holiday packages.

The deadline is Sept 11. Stadiuns, in fact, have to be conpleted by July
17 for the trial runs as suggested by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

The tourismindustry is attenpting a new strategy to pull tourists in
usi ng the thene of sports and recreation - thus explaining why 1998 has
been termed "Sports and Recreation Year" - with 244 such events |lined up
where the Commonweal th Games is the anchor.

The ganes will showcase Malaysia to the world as the country that can
acconplish such a feat in tines of economic problens. It will attract
foreigners and hel p achieve the target of 8.7 million visitors this year,
raking in a revenue of RML3.2 billion. It will tell the world that
Mal aysia is free of calamties |ike Coxsackie or the haze.

Mal aysi a has historical buildings, resort islands, white beaches and
sun, nountains, safari parks, skyscrapers, the tallest building, multi-
ethnic cultures, art, good food, shopping destinations and nost of al
hospitality.

Atotal of RM94.5 mllion was all ocated for the touri smsector,

i ncludi ng the provision of budget hotels, upgrading the facilities or
rest-houses and pronotion of tourist activities.

Pronmotions for the ganes began as early as 1995 where the gane's
of ficial logo had been printed in various | anguages.

From 1995 to 1997, the Mal aysia Tourism Pronotion Board had distributed
15.3 million leaflets with the Conmonwealth logo, to its main tourism
mar kets. In 1997 al one, 40,000 speci al ganes brochures, videos, posters,
fol ders and hats were distributed.

Al so busy with preparations for the ganes are the hotel industry. As at
July 31, 1997, there were 113,346 hotel roonms and 1,411 hotels nationw de.
This is an increase fromthe previous year's 1,289 hotels and 85,514 roons
for the sane period. Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddin
Chi k had said the ganes itself, to be held over 11 days, was not enough to
draw mllions of people: "A nore realistic figure is between 70,000 and
80, 000 people.™

"Its real significance to the industry is the extra m | eage Ml aysi a
will get in terns of exposure and pronotion, which we will continue to do
even after the Ganes," he said.

The Ml aysi an Associ ation of Tour and Travel Agents, since early 1995
had been busy distributing its brochures titled "Wl cone to the Kual a
Lurmpur ' 98 Ganes and Exciting Hol i day Packages" anmpong potential clients.

Matta of fers seven packages, ranging fromfive days and four nights to
seven days and six nights, with either the opening or closing as the
anchor. Two packages include Langkawi, where the shooting event will take
pl ace.

Its president, A Kamil, said local travel agencies, with their
i nternational partner, had been busy selling the packages, and at the sane
time pronoting Malaysia's 12 destinations as optional choices.

The 12 destinations are Ml acca, Pangkor, Penang, Langkaw , Sarawak,
Kot a Ki nabal u, the National Park in Pahang, Terengganu, Kel antan, Johor



Baru, Danum Vall ey, Bera and Kenyir Lake as optional destinations.

"Sales for the tailored Commpbnweal th packages and for optional
desti nati ons have been very encourgaing,” Kani| said, adding that the
packages were designed to allow flexibility to the custoners.

In addition to this, Matta, the Mnistry and the gane's mascot, Wra,
have been aggressively pronoting the Cormonweal th Ganes at all travel
marts they were involved in.

The M nistry has nine sales mssions lined up targeted at whol esal ers,
11 consuner pronotion trips with food and cultural shows, 25 exhibitions
and fairs and four sem nars and wor kshops.

In addition, it will bring seven foreign groups to Ml aysia made up of
travel agents and journalists.

In 1997, the Mnistry took part in 52 overseas pronotions where the
Comonweal t h Ganes was publici sed extensively.

On the donestic front, the board has organised 15 activities such as the
Mal aysi a Desti nasi ku roadshow where it will visit six different places
over a certain period in 1998. In 1997, it had 27 such activities.
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