20/ 11/ 1998

Sukrma' s appeal to be heard on Dec 16

KUALA LUVPUR, Thurs. - Sukma Darmawan Sasnitaat Madja's appeal against the
Hi gh Court decision to dismss his application for a wit of habeas corpus
will be heard on Dec 16.

Sukma Dar mawan, who is Datuk Seri Anwar |brahinm s adopted brother, had
sought his rel ease on the grounds that his conviction and sentenci ng by
the Sessions Court were unlawful as the court of conpetent jurisdiction
was the Syariah Subordi nate Court.

He was sentenced to six months' jail on Sept 19 after he pleaded guilty
to commtting an act of gross indecency.

He had adnitted committing the offence at the official residence of
Anwar, the then Deputy Prime Mnister, at No 47, Jalan Damansara in Kual a
Lurmpur in April, this year

He is appealing on the grounds that Hi gh Court judge Datuk Abdul WAhab
Patail had misdirected hinself on several issues of |aw

The grounds of appeal state that the judge was wong in, after
concluding liwat (sodony) as an offence within the jurisdiction of the
Syariah Court, ruling that the charge under which Sukma was convicted was
within the jurisdiction of the Sessions Court.

Karpal Singh told reporters a sumons had been served on Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and the Governnent via the Attorney-
General's chambers in relation to Anwar's civil suit.

Karpal, representing Anwar in the suit, said the sunmons was served on
Tuesday afternoon. Anwar filed the suit against Prime Mnister and the
Governnent |ast Friday chall enging his dismssal fromthe Cabinet.
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