05/ 12/ 1998

Summons filed to set aside suit

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Attorney-GCeneral's Chanbers has applied to set
asi de Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims suit against Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, chal | engi ng his dism ssal fromthe Cabinet.

The Chanbers, in a statenent today, said Anwar's di sm ssal as Deputy
Prime M nister and Fi nance M ni ster on Sept 2, had been consented to by
the Yang di - Pertuan Agong.

It said there was therefore no reasonabl e cause of action and the suit
was scandal ous, frivol ous and vexatious, and an abuse of the process of
court.

The statement, signed by the A-G s speci al assistant Shansuddi n Hassan,
al so said the summons in chanbers to set aside Anwar's suit was filed on
Dec 1. It is fixed for hearing on Jan 25.

Anwar had filed a suit on Nov 13 through Karpal Singh & Co, seeking a
decl aration that his removal was unconstituti onal

He cl ai med the King had only been i nforned of his dismssal, but under
the Federal Constitution, it was only the King who can revoke the
appoi ntrent of M nisters.

According to the A-G s statenent, two affidavits in support had been
filed - one by the King's private secretary Ja' apar Wahab and t he ot her by
Chi ef Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli.

The affidavits state that Anwar's di sm ssal was consented to by the King
who caused the Federal M nisters (Anendnent) Order 1998 to drop Anwar's
nanme fromthe schedul e.

The anmendnent al so repl aced Anwar's name with that of the Prime M nister
for the post of Finance Mnister.

"This is an action which should clearly be struck out," the statenent
sai d.

Karpal said as the court had fixed Dec 10 for hearing of the suit, he
woul d apply for this sunmons to be heard on the sanme date i nstead of Jan
25.

He al so sai d Anwar had expressed an interest to be present, and woul d
apply for an adjournnent in his crimnal trial to enable himto do so.

Anwar is currently facing five charges of sodony and five counts of
corrupt practices.

Hearing on four counts of corrupt practices began in the H gh Court on
Nov 2 and conti nues
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