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1. KUALA LUMPUR: Wil e the public fumes over the haze, governnent
agenci es charged with acting agai nst open burning are still taking things
easy, according to Science, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk Law
H eng Di ng. Lead story

2. SONGKHLA: Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad Wednesday
called on countries that have di sputes over overlapping territories to
sol ve themthrough joint devel opnment of such areas. Page 2

3. KUALA LUWUR: French defence conpanies are seeking a foothold in the
country and make it as a gateway to the defence establishnents in Asia.
Page 2

4. KUALA LUMPUR The inpact of the drought on catchrment areas and dans
i s being studied by water managenent conpany Puncak Niaga (M Sdn Bhd as
one of its long-termneasures to safeguard agai nst future shortage. Page 4

5. KUALA LUMPUR: Education Director-General Datuk Matnor Dai m has opted
to retire on Monday, six nonths ahead of his compul sory retirenment. Page 7

6. KUALA LUMPUR: The inflation rate in the first three nonths of this
year reached 4.3 per cent conpared to 3.1 per cent the sane period | ast
year, says Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim Page 8

7. KUALA LUVWPUR: The Dewan Rakyat approved an allocation of RWAO
mllion as early paynent to Ekran Bhd follow ng the federal governnent
t akeover of the Bakun Hydro Electric Project after the project was
deferred. Page 8

8. KUALA LUMPUR: Garnent firm MCL Corporation Bhd was granted an
i njunction by the Hi gh Court Wdnesday to stop Mil ti-Purpose Bank Bhd
(fornerly known as Mal aysi an French Bank Bhd) fromfiling a wi nding up
petition over the failure of the conpany's subsidiary to settle its debts
anounting to over RVMb million. Page 13

9. KUALA LUMPUR Rashid Hussain Bhd will issue RML billion worth of
Tier-1 Irredeemabl e Non-Cunul ative Preference shares to Phileo Allied Bhd,
in a deal that will partly fund the former's Sime Bank Bhd buy-out plan.
Page 1 (Business);

10. KUALA LUWPUR: For the first tinme in a decade, property transactions
fell inthe first quarter of this year, with the decline hitting double
digit territory in percentage ternms. Page 1

11. WASHI NGTON: Transparency in the financial system although a
necessary condition, is not a cure-all for the region's financial crises,
Assi stant Governor of Bank Negara, Datuk Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz, told a
conference organi sed by the International Monetary Fund here on Tuesday.
Page 18 (Busi ness);

12. PETALI NG JAYA: The Entrepreneur Devel opnent Mnistry will formul ate
strategies to assist entrepreneurs badly affected by the econonm c downturn
after it receives the feedback study currently conducted by Universiti
Mal aya. Page 18

13. KUALA LUMPUR: Mal aysi an property market transactions in 1997 grew
at its slowest pace in 10 years, according to the Valuation and Property
Services Departnment's report on the Mal aysi an House Price | ndex for
Jul y- Decenber 1997. Page 19

14. HONI ARA: The Sol onmpbn islands will nationalise its |ogging industry
| ong dom nated by Mal aysi an conpani es, Forest Mnister Hilda Kari told
parlianent Wednesday. Page 20

15. KUALA LUWPUR: Anal ysts and fund managers facing difficulty
searching for resilient conpanies in the current bearish phase of the KLSE
may now have to turn to second liners to stay afl oat. Page 20
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