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SUN M CRO SYSTEMs PRAI SES M SI A FOR PUSH NG WTH I T TO REVI VE ECONOWY

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 18 (Bernamm) -- Sun Mcro Systens |Inc chief operating
of ficer Edward J Zander conmended Mal aysia for pushing on with i nformation
technol ogy (I T) as one of the neasures to revive the econony.

"One of the best ways to get an econony going againis to invest inIT
infrastruture as well as tel econmuni cations and financi al services.

"We are seeing this in Latin Arerica and Eastern Europe,” he said after
a neeting with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at the Prine
M ni ster's Departnment here today.

Zander said he discussed with Dr Mahathir Sun Mcro Systens' long term
commtnent in Malaysia like in the Miultinedia Super Corridor (MSC) project
and in terms of working together with Ml aysians to foster new thinking on
net wor k computi ng based on Java application.

He said he al so discussed how t he US-based conpany coul d provi de new
busi ness opportunities in Ml aysia and how, through its Java software, it
could help Malaysia transformitself froma net inporter of |IT products and
services to a net exporter of such products.

He said the proliferation of network computing with | anguages |ike Java
provi ded uni que opportunities to devel op softwares and export such
appl i cations.

On the regional economic crisis Zander said, "certainly the sl owdown
affects all conpanies in the near termbut we will mss opportunities if we
take a short termview "

He said while the conpany is concerned with Ml aysia's econonic
situation it understands that "things will turn around."

"W want to be anchored here. W want to take opportunities for the
next several years," Zander said, adding that the future is in
know edge-based or i nformati on-based capital.

Meanwhil e, Sun M cro Systens' executive nanagi ng director for
Asi a- South, Lionel Lim said in the past 12 nonths, Ml aysia has slipped
into third position fromnunber two in ternms of earnings contribution for
Asi a- Sout h whi ch covers Asean, India, Sri Lanka and Bangl adesh.

However, he said India's contribution has risen because its market is
larger and is still grow ng.

As for the conmpany's Java conpetency centre which the conpany is
devel oping with M nos Bhd in the MSC area, he said Sun Mcro Systens woul d
be investing RV mllion.

"Peopl e had been trained and system put inplace to get the centre
runni ng, " Limsaid.

He al so said that the conpany woul d donate RM5 nillion worth of Java
software to degree-granting | ocal universities in a cerenony to be held
here tonight. -- BERNAMA
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