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Sun is commtted to investing in Ml aysia

Azrani Rustam

SUN M crosystens I nc believes Mal aysi a remai ns one of the best places to
i nvest in Southeast Asia and will continueits commtnent to assist the
country in the creation of know edge workers and the devel opnent of a

| ocal software industry.

Its chief operating officer Ed Zander said the conpany was al so quite
confident that the econom ¢ downturn woul d not deter the devel opment of a
thriving information technol ogy i ndustry in the region, especially in
Mal aysi a and Si ngapore.

"W have been here for the past 10 years and our business in Ml aysia
and Si ngapore has been a maj or source of our revenue growth.

"W believe this is the place to be, a place to i nvest and a pl ace of
strategic significance," Zander said in Kual a Lunmpur yest erday.

Sun M crosystens has poured in investnent of nore than US$50 million
(RM10 million) inthis region over the past decade through its regional
branch in Singapore.

Speaking at a Press conference after the presentati on of Java software
devel opnent grants to the Education M nistry for several | ocal acadenic
institutions, Zander said he was al so i npressed with the forward thi nking
of leaders and IT industry players here.

"I aminpressed with the technol ogy and t he under st andi ng of technol ogy
here. There is a lot of futuristic thinking here that appeals to a conpany
li ke Sun," he said at the conference.

Zander, who is visiting Mal aysi a and Si ngapore, said that in the | ong
termthe conpany believed that its investnents here would bring in anple
financial reward.

"Economi ¢ uncertainties notwi thstanding, thisis the place to be over
the long termand we are very happy wi th our success and our investments,"”
Zander sai d.

"It will pay off inthe long termboth in ternms of business
opportunities and technol ogy i nnovation, " he added.

Because of this, the conpany was firmly conmtted to the devel opnent of
the l ocal software industry and the creation of know edge wor kers by
or gani si ng sof t war e devel opnent progranmes.

One of the programes being organi sed i s the Conpetence Centre for Java
education programe which ains to build an alliance with institutions of
hi gher Il earning to pronote and facilitate the use of Java technologies in
the institutions' curricula and Research and Devel opnent progranmes.

The scheme is al so ai ned at creating a pool of tal ented progranmers,
devel opers and architects for the | eadi ng edge t echnol ogi es i ndustry.

The RV nmillion conpetence centre is being jointly devel oped with M nos
Ber had.

Zander, who net Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad earli er,
al so said he was i npressed with the commi tnent of Dr Mahathir to naking
the Mul ti nedi a Super Corridor a success.

Sun M crosystem s donati on of Java software to | ocal acadenic
institutions worth RMR5 nmillionis also ainmed at training | ocal
progranmmi ng experts.

Anong the institutions which will receive the software are Universiti
Putra Mal aysia, Universiti Ml aysia Sarawak, Universiti Teknol ogi
Mal aysi a, Universiti Tenaga Nasi onal, Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysi a,

Uni versiti Tun Abdul Razak and Universiti Petronas.



The grant was presented to Education Mnistry secretary-general Tan Sri
Dr Johari Mat, who represented M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak.
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