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PM s speech gets unani nobus support from BN | eaders
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LEADERS of Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties said the Prime Mnister's
message underlined the need for unity in the face of the country's
econom ¢ probl ens.

Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik said Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad' s speech had given the people a detail ed perspective of
the problens faced by the country.

Limsaid Dr Mahathir's explanation drove hone the point that it was not
the tine for anyone to point fingers at anybody for the cause of the
econom ¢ downt urn

"It is time that the people, including nenbers of BN conmponent parties
remain united and jointly face the chall enges," he added.

He expressed di sappointnment with the attitude of foreign anal ysts who
did not give Mal aysia a chance to work out its own econom c recovery.

Citing the criticisns of the proposed "barter trade" between Ml aysi a
and China with Ml aysia exchanging its palmoil for China's corn, Limsaid
before the Governnent nmade a decision on the proposal, the foreign
anal ysts had | aunched scat hing attacks on the idea claining that it was
agai nst the Wrld Trade Organi sation.

"They claimed that we will lose if we resort to such neans and t hey
t hought we are stupid," he added.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said Dr Mahathir's speech
sent a clear nessage not only to Umo nenbers but also to all Ml aysians
to unite in facing attacks on the country's econony.

He said the Prime Mnister took "great pains" to explain the objectives
and the actions of currency specul ators and how t hey had caused the
deval uation of the ringgit and the coll apse of the stock market.

He said attacks on the econony, if not resisted, could "drive Ml aysia
into the clutches of the International Mpnetary Fund".

"If that happens, the IMF will demand unnecessary and strict reforns
whi ch coul d worsen the situation, |ike what has happened in Thail and and
I ndonesi a.

"Dr Mahathir clearly highlighted that the econony coul d be taken over by
foreigners if our economy collapses. This nmeans a slide back into history
and we will | ose whatever the New Econom c Policy has given us ...
stability, harmony and prosperity.”

On croynism Dr Ling said the the termhad to be | ooked fromthe
Mal aysi an cont ext.

"Crony is not a bad word in the Mal aysi an context since everyone has
benefitted economically."

Wrks Mnister and M C president Datuk Seri S. Samy Vel lu said Dr
Mahat hir's speech was significant as he advi sed the people of their
responsibility for the well-being of the country.

He said Dr Mahathir had given the guidelines on howthe country should
be run by Ml aysi ans and not by ot hers.

"I feel if we are to follow his advice, we will be able to overcone our
econom ¢ problens. "

He said the people nust not becone agents to outsiders whose aimwas to
destroy the country.

Sany Vel lu said Mal aysi ans woul d continue to support the neasures taken
by the Governnent in tackling the econonm ¢ woes.

On whet her existing policies |like the New Econonic Policy should be



continued, he said they had proven effective in uniting the country's
mul tiracial society.

Sabah Chief Mnister and Parti Denokrati k Sabah president Tan Sri
Ber nard Donpok said yesterday said there was still roomfor affirmtive
action to be taken to assist the less fortunate and to ensure the econormic
pie was divided fairly anong the various comuniti es.

"This fact is very clear fromthe Prime Mnister's opening speech. \Wat
he al so nade very clear was that all Mal aysi ans shoul d work together to
hel p the country overcome its problens.”

This, he said, was because economi es in Asia had becone the target of
"peopl e outside the country".

But what was fortunate, he said, was that the sovereignty of the nation
had been mmi ntai ned despite the onsl aught of these people who were out
only for material profit.
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