09/ 09/ 1998
63 senators support decision

Sar ban Si ngh; Cheah Chor Soo

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Sixty-three of 65 Dewan Negara senators today
supported Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s decision to
renove Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromthe posts of Deputy Prime M nister
and Fi nance M ni ster.

The two who abstained were Jam | ah | brahi m and Hunai zah Mohd Noor, both
from Kel ant an.

Forty senators were present at Parlianent House today to show their
support for Dr Mahathir.

Mal aysi an Senators C ub president Datuk Rahi m Baba said the other 23
nmenbers could not attend the Press conference due to tine constraints and
ot her commi tnents.

"They have however informed us that they supported the Prime Mnister's
decision," he said, adding that the two senators from Kel antan were
invited to attend today's gathering but did not turn up.

He said the 23 senators who were absent had either called or witten to
i ndi cate their support.

Al so present were Dewan Negara president Tan Sri Mhaned Yaacob, club
deputy president Datuk Mhd Zuki Kanal uddin and secretary Rosli Mat
Hassan.

Rahi m sai d Umo senators also fully supported the nove by the party's
supreme council to sack Anwar as a party nenber and deputy president.

"W, the Umo senators, support the suprenme council's decision to expe
Anwar fromthe party."

Rahi m sai d t he senators supported the decisions taken by Dr Mahathir and
the suprenme council to maintain political stability and to allow efforts
to i nprove the country's econony to continue

He said the senators were also of the opinion that Dr Mahathir had "very
strong and valid" reasons to renove Anwar.

"We are extremely inpressed and confident with Dr Mahathir's | eadership
and the reforns he had introduced since he became Prinme Mnister in 1981.
"All the reforns have been carried out in a very just and intelligent
manner and have brought prosperity to the nation and people,” he said.
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