13/ 05/ 1998

Support for creation of National Economic |ICU

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The 4B Yout h Movement is backing the creation of the
Nati onal Economi c Intensive Care Unit, which was proposed by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad earlier this nonth.

Its president, Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustam said a mechanismto
restructure Mal aysi an conpani es in the current economc climte woul d be a
wel conme relief against any foreign econom c pressures.

"The restructuring of our conpani es could probably be the only answer to
the possibility of having to accept damagi ng econom ¢ bai | out packages
fromforeign entities such as the International Mnetary Fund," he sai d.

Mohd Ali said the creation of the NEICU was vital as it would not only
save Mal aysi an conpani es but nore i nportantly, enabl e their enpl oyees to
retain their jobs.

"A functional NEICU will have a far-reaching econonic inpact as it wll
enabl e our conpanies to performbetter in riding out the current economc
probl ens and make it possible for us to retain our social and econom ¢
order."
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