20 AUG 1998
Mahat hi r - Measur es
SUPPORT DRASTI C MEASURES TO REVI VE ECONOWY, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 20 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today called on the people to support the drastic nmeasures to be
announced by the governnent although they nay be shocking to foreigners.

He said Mal aysi ans shoul d support these neasures as they were ained at
reviving the econony.

"Only in this way can Mal aysia maintain its position w thout depending
on foreign financial assistance," he said when addressing the Ml ay
Contractors' Association of Ml aysia 19th annual general neeting, here.

The econony is still reeling fromthe downturn precipitated by the
attacks on regional currencies in July |ast year and this has pronpted the
government to consider even nore drastic nmeasures to revive the econony
whi ch have yet to be announced.

Urging the people to be prepared for these nmeasures, Dr Mahathir said:
"I't may be shocking to the foreigners but they are ained at putting the
econony back on the right track."

He said Mal aysi a was not al one and ot her econonies affected by the
downturn such as Hong Kong, Taiwan and Russia were taking simlar steps to
defend their econom es,

"l have al so forewarned the people that the neasures coul d be shocking,
but whether they are shocking or not, | hope all parties will support
them" he said.

Turning to the governnment's decision to continue infrastructure
proj ects announced recently, he said it was ai med at giving opportunities
to both contractors and suppliers.

"W will continue efforts to assist conpanies including contractors
despite the econom ¢ downturn,"” he said.

The Prime M nister said he hoped that through these projects, sone 140
i ndustries involved in devel opmental efforts and construction activities
woul d be given a new | ease of life.
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