19/ 09/ 1998

Super Sapok storms into final

SAPCK Bi ki beat Gary Jones of England in the 48kg category boxing
sem final yesterday and theninvited Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Moharmad to watch himin the final at the Mal awati Stadi umtonorrow.

After he was decl ared the wi nner, Sapok did a victory jig, holding al oft
a potrait of the Prine Mnister in one hand and the Jalur Gemlang in the
ot her.

"I ama great admrer of Dr Mahathir and | dedicate ny win to hi mand
all Ml aysians. | hope the Prinme Mnister will cone and watch me in the
final," he said.

Sapok' s opponent inthe final will be Kenya's Mses Kinyua, who easily
def eat ed Roudi k Kazanjian 33-14 in the other semfinal.

Moses' inpressive win does not bother Sapok.

"Anyt hi ng can happen in the final. If he (Mses) can win by a big
margin, | believe | can do the sanme," Sapok said.

Sapok' s achi everrent wi ||l enter the annal s of Mal aysi an boxi ng as no
Mal aysi an has gone beyond t he prelim nary rounds.

However, Adnan Yusoh has to be contended with the bronze when he was
beaten 16-15 by Tanzani an M chael Yonba in the 54kg cat egory.

The 24-year-ol d Sapok started the bout on a cautious note and the first
round ended with the boxers wi nning two points each.

The Sarawaki an turned on the power fromthe second round and I ed all the
way to the fifth and final round to wap up the fight with a hard earned
15-11 wi n.

Sapok never gave the Englishman a chance to catch up, maintaining a
four-point |ead fromthe second to the final round.

"I kept my distance in the first round as | wanted to determ ne mny
opponent's style as well as his strength,” Sapok sai d.

Jones' mai n weakness, said Sapok, was his belly.

Sapok said Jones felt very unconfortable everytine he was hit on that
ar ea.

Adnan entered the ring full of vimand vigour and led till the third
round.

The 21-year-old Adnan led 3-1 in the first round, 8-1 in the second and
11-6 in the third.

But Yonba won a massi ve seven points in the fourth to Adnan's two to tie
the score at 13-13.

It was a close fight in the final round with the boxers tied at 15-15
wi th 30 seconds renmai ni ng when t he Tanzani an connected a cruci al punch
that earned himthe w n.

Adnan bl aned hinself for the defeat, saying that he becane a conpl acent
inthe fourth round after taking a wide lead in the first three.
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