20/ 04/ 1998
Swiss firmsetting up waste recycling plant in Penang

K. Bal a

LANGKAW , Sun. - A conprehensive waste recycling plant using the | atest
Eur opean technol ogy is being set up in Penang by a bio-tech engi neering
conmpany fromSw tzerl and.

Wth an initial investment of RMIO million, the hi-tech venture is
introduced to the country by a former Malaysian citizen, Jeffrey
Sandr agesan.

He is now a successful entrepreneur in Switzerland after | eaving Penang
to seek his fortune 25 years ago.

Sandr agesan, the honorary counsel for Malaysia in Switzerland, together
with his Swiss partners decided to bring the venture to Mal aysi a out of
|l ove for his forner honel and and al so because of Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad' s quest to nake Mal aysia a technol ogy-based nati on.

Sandr agesan, who frequently visits his honetown, said preparations to
set up Decontam nation Technol ogy Sdn Bhd, near the Bayan Lepas
International Airport, was underway.

Swi ss bio-tech engineer fromthe Swi ss environnent firm Horeak AG Dr
Anton Kuhne, is spearheading the project with support from Universiti
Sai ns Mal aysi a where the nodul es for the various technol ogies for the
pl ant are being set up

Dr Kuhne said they were planning to build a conplete recycling plant for
treatnment of solidwastes which included paper, glass, plastic, heavy netal
and ot hers.

"W will also have a plant which houses all the procedures under one
roof, separation of the different types of wastes and recycling.”

In many countries in Europe including Switzerland, waste is brought to a
conmpany and after separation, it is taken to different conpanies recycling
for instance, paper or plastic.

"This involves high transportation costs but in Ml aysia, we will have a
pl ant containing both the el ements of separation and recycling, though
coll ection of the garbage will be handl ed by other parties.”

Kuhne sai d Mal aysia woul d be the first country to have nodul es for
technol ogies in one plant including tackling Iiquid wastes and air
pol [ uti on.

He said the nodules for the plant were expected to be ready in a few
nont hs.

Anot her first in the country will be the recyling of conputers, computer
parts, radi os and tel evisions.

Kuhne said there would be direct technology transfer to Malaysians in
t he area of bio-technol ogy.

There will be a demand for highly-skilled personnel especially in bio-

t echnol ogy besi des the creation of nunerous jobs.
He said Mal aysi ans coul d al so export the technol ogy to other countries.
( END)
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