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Syed Hami d- Habi bi e
SYED HAM D SLAMS HABI Bl E, ESTRADA FOR UNWARRANTED COMVENTS

ALOR SETAR, COct 19 (Bernama) -- Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar today sl amed President B.J. Habi bie of Indonesia and Phili ppine
Presi dent Joseph Estrada over their remarks on the treatnent of Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi msince his detention on Sept 20.

"What have they to do with the political devel opments in this country
by trying to defend Anwar,"” he said when closing a forumon security,
econom ¢ and social threats at Wsna Darul Aman, here.

He said Mal aysi an | eaders had never interfered in Habibie's and
Estrada's ups and downs in their political careers and "I'msurprised why
they are interfering in our donestic problens."

Syed Hanmi d al so said he believed outsiders were funding activities
carried out by the Ml aysi an Peopl e's Justice Myvenent Council (Gerak) to
t oppl e t he gover nnent.

"Judging fromtheir facilities to hold a nationw de canpaign trail,
bel i eve they have the financial and other support fromoutside," he said.

Syed Hami d, an Umo Suprene Council nenber, said outsiders were backing
Gerak, a non-governnental organisation, intheir efforts to alienate
Mal aysi a economically, politically and regionally.

He said Gerak is being used as a tool to bring down Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, who is a stern and vocal | eader

"They know they cannot topple Dr Mahat hir through the el ection process
and the best way is to use Gerak to achieve their goal," he said.

He said President Saddam Hussein of Iraq also faced a simlar situation
when foreigners paid US$300 mllion to a group of Iraqgis to overthrow
Saddam
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