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" Synpat hetic' Tokyo Govt hoped

Vendy Lim

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad yest erday expressed hope
that the new Japanese Governnent will have a synpathetic attitude towards
the problens in Sout h-East Asia.

He was asked to conment on the resignation of Japanese Prinme Mnister
Ryut aro Hashi not o on Monday, follow ng the defeat of the Liberal
Denocratic Party (LDP) in the country's Upper House el ecti ons.

The LDP retained only 44 of its 61 seats in the elections, its worst
result since the 1989 polls.

"W are shock that he |l ost so badly. W hope the new | eadership will
have a synpathetic attitude towards the problens in South-east Asia," Dr
Mahathir told reporters after opening the Hospital University Kebangsaan
Mal aysi a in Kual a Lunpur.

Hashi noto, who is al so the president of the ruling LDP, took the blane
for the party's | osses and voters backl ash agai nst the Governnent's
handl i ng of the econony.

Hashi not o' s Cabinet will resign as soon as a new |l eader is chosen and
accepted by the Japanese Parlianment. Party |awrakers will nmet on July 21
to select a new | eader, but until then Hashinmbto will remain as the Prine
M ni ster.
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