16/ 08/ 1998
Dr M CMrotation systemto stay

Farush Khan; Joseph Bi ngkasan

KOTA KI NABALU, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said the rotation of
the Chief Mnister's post anong the three main communities in Sabah woul d
go on until the Sabah peopl e thensel ves decided it should be done away
Wit h.

The Prime Mnister said as it was, the two-year rotation systemwas wel |
accepted by all the State BN conponent parties as well as the peopl e of
Sabah.

He was speaking at a Press conference at the Kota Kinabalu I nternationa
Airport before returning to Kual a Lunpur.

Asked for his observation on the | evel of co-operation anong conponent
parties since the rotation systemwas introduced in March 1994, Dr
Mahat hir, who is also the BN chairman, said it was good.

Under the system the Chief Mnister's post is rotated anong | eaders of
t he Musl i m Bumi putera, non-MislimBuni putera and Chi nese communiti es.

Currently, the post is held by Parti Denokratik Sabah president Tan Sri
Ber nar d Donpok, for the non-Mislim Bum putera.

Tun Sakaran Dandai, who represented Umo, was the first Chief M nister
under the rotation system

He was sworn in as the Yang di-Pertua Negeri in 1995 and the post was
handed over to Datuk Salleh Tun Said, al so of Umo.

Both represented the Mislim Buni putera.

In 1996, Datuk Yong Teck Lee becane the Chief Mnister, representing the
Chi nese. Donpok took over in May this year.

Asked if his two-day visit was to solve any problemin the Sabah BN, Dr
Mahat hir said he was here to brief the conponent party | eaders on the
econom ¢ probl ens.

On when the State el ections would be held, he said it could be any tine
bet ween now and March next year (when the present five-year termof the
State Legislative Assenbly expires).

Asked if the BN was ready to face the people for a fresh nmandate, he
said it was ready and that conponent parties could submt proposals on the
choi ce of candidates for the State el ections, but he woul d decide.

Al so present at the Press conference were Donpok, who is Sabah BN
chai rman, Deputy Chief Mnister and Sabah Umo chief Datuk Gsu Sukam and
Li beral Denocratic Party president Datuk Chong Kah Ki at.
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