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SYMPTOVS OF CORRUPTI ON | N PUBLI C SERVI CE

KUALA LUVMPUR, Jan 8 (Bernama) -- A lavish lifestyle, including having
excessive jewellery and ornanents, luxury cars and making frequent visits
abroad are some of the synptons of the existence of corrupt practice anmpong
civil servants, according to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

These synptons were outlined in the Prime Mnister's Directive 1/1998
issued to all nenteris besar, chief mnisters, mnistry
secretaries-general, service chiefs, state secretaries and heads of
governnent departnents and agenci es.

It said such staff often worked alone in secret places during office
breaks or outside office hours, were inconsistent in their productivity,
overly involved in matters unrelated to the departnent, nade |ong tel ephone
calls, were secretive and involved in ganbling, malingering and often
visited entertai nment centres.

The directive also outlined actions for internal control, a code of
ethics and actions to detect corrupt practice in the public service.

The state governnments, nministries and governnent departnents and
agenci es nust al so set up nmanagenent integrity conmittees to conbat
corruption in the public service internally and in a conprehensive
systemati c and continuous nmanner, it said.

The integrity commttees in government adm nistration nmanagenent at
federal, state and district |evels were ai nmed, anong other things, at
overconi ng the weaknesses in the governnent' financial managenment, public
admi ni stration, conduct of disciplinary cases, corruption, abuse of power
and irregularities, it added.

The conmittees were set up under the Cabinet Conmittee on Integrity in
Gover nnent Managenent chaired by Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi m

Dr Mahat hir, when | aunching the novenent to consolidate the integrity
system of the governnent adnministration nmanagenent, here, today handed over
a copy of the directive and the Anti-Corruption Act 1997 to ei ght
representatives of the governmet nachinery.

In the directive, the prime mnister also said that the integrity
commttees were set up followi ng the corruption trend which, if not curbed
"could threaten public safety, burden the people and give rise to injustice
caused by the greed and betrayal of trust by those in power."

Hence, he said, the problemnust be tackled in a conprehensive,

i ntegrated and systematic manner covering aspects |ike prevention of
corruption, efficiency, transparency, integrity and accountability in
governnmet adm ni strati on.

At the ministry level, the conmittee is chaired by the
secretary-general and conprises the directors and heads of governnent
departnents and divisions, |egal adviser, religious officers and interna
audi t ors.

At the state level, it is chaired by the nmenteri besar or chief
m ni ster and conprises, anong others, the state executive councillors
responsi bl e for devel opnent, |and, housing, religion and | ocal governnent.
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