29/ 08/ 1998

Tai b stresses education at convention

SANTUBONG, Fri. - Parti Pesaka Bunmi putera Bersatu president Tan Sri Abdu
Tai b Mahnud today said the party will stress the inportance of science and
mat hemati cs upon Bumi putera students in order to enable themto catch up
with the nore advanced conmunities.

Urging parents to support the party's stand, Taib said PBB had, through
the Dayak Cultural Foundation and Yayasan Mel ayu Sar awak, been stressing
upon Bum putera students to take the subjects nore seriously.

"Gone are the days when we aspired to be office boys or a nere typi st
after conpleting our secondary education," he said in his presidential
address at the party's convention.

Dwel ling at |l ength on education, Taib, who is also the Chief Mnister,
said he would like to see parents encouraging their children to expand
their scope of studies, including taking up Information Technol ogy and
Japanese | anguage.

He said only those who were better equipped with skills and training
were expected to go higher in society.

"There are vast job opportunities in the State awaiting those who are
qual i fi ed and possessing the necessary technical skills," he stressed.

Chal | engi ng PBB nenbers to pronote education anong rural parents, Taib
sai d he was sad that 40,000 children dropped out of schools annually.

Describing the figure as very high, he said there was no reason for
parents to stop their children fromgoing to school s.

He al so wanted PBB nenbers to help rural and poor parents who had gifted
children in school s.

On the party election, scheduled for tonmorrow, he urged the del egates to
make t he proper choice in electing candidates for the various posts.

"Elect only those who are able to carry out the party's struggles and
programres into the next century," he said, adding that the del egates
shoul d consider the election as a famly affair

"The candi dates you el ect nmust be able to work with other party | eaders,
i ncluding nyself, Tan Sri Alfred Jabu, Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud, Dat uk
Cel estine U ang, Datuk Adenan Satem and Dat uk Abang Johari Tun Openg."

Earlier, he said PBB | ooked upon Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad as a
nmodel for its struggle for a better future for all races in the state

The Prime Mnister's unique ability to conme up with innovative ideas
during the last 17 years had given the State's | eadership the necessary
inspiration to tackl e many chal |l enges head on.
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