06/ 03/ 1998

Tai wan can hel p Asean economi es, says Dr M

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Taiwan whi ch has the technol ogy, capital and
expertise is in a good position to play a greater role in stimulating the
econom es of Southeast Asian nations, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mbharmad sai d.

He was replying to a question at a Press conference on the role that
Taiwan could play in hel ping the region, after opening the 1998
I nternational Tinber Conference today.

The Prinme Mnister was al so asked by a Tai wanese TV reporter as to what
woul d be di scussed when he net Tai wanese Vi ce-President Lien Chan.

"Trade and i nvestnent and al so transfer of technol ogy between Ml aysi a
and Tai wan. "

Lien al so met Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Lien is on a private four-day visit to Ml aysia which recogni ses only
Beijing but maintains economic ties with Tai peh.

Asked to comment on reports that Taiwan was preparing to establish a
fund to hel p Southeast Asia nations, Dr Mahathir said: "W should study
the offer which is too good to be rejected off hand. There nust be sone
way to utilise the funds to help revive the econony of Southeast Asia".

Asked whet her Mal aysi a had conveyed its willingness to offer a venue for
Chi na and Taiwan to hold tal ks on possible unification, Dr Mahathir said
there were no of fers nade

It was reported today that a Tai peh newspaper (the Chi nese | anguage
Conmer ci al Tinmes) had published a story quoting Dr Mahathir as saying that
Mal aysia was willing to offer a venue for Taiwan and China to hold tal ks
on unification

He said his remarks on the proposed tal ks were in response to questions
posed by the Press.

"But, if we are requested by both sides, we can be of service because
our policy is totry and facilitate dialogue and find solutions to
problens within the region.”

However, Dr Mahat hir said he did not receive any request fromeither
country to choose Ml aysi a as the venue.

China and Taiwan held two years of sem official-level talks in the
early 1990s, but Beijing, which views Taiwan as a rebel province that nust
be unified with the mainland, suspended the talks in md-1995 after a
visit by Taiwan's President Lee Teng-hui to the US

On the proposed Asemtrust fund which anong others would be used to
provi de techni cal expertise to help Asian countries affected by the
econom ¢ problem the Prinme Mnister said anything positive was wel coned.

Asked whet her Mal aysia still needed financial experts to assist in
econom ¢ reforms, he said the country did not need nmany foreign experts
si nce the Governnment had carried out the reforns.
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