07/09/ 1998

"Take it in your stride and |l et the country's courts decide

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k today
said Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mshould not try to involve undergraduat es,
yout hs and associ ations in his personal problens.

He advi sed Anwar, who was dropped fromthe Cabi net as Deputy Prine
M ni ster and Fi nance M nister and | ater sacked as Umo deputy president,
to "take it" in his stride and not try to draw other people into his
pr obl ens.

"Anwar is ny good friend and thus | would like to give himthis advice.

"I'f he is not guilty of the allegations against him all he should do is
try to prove his innocence in court.

"There is no reason why he should not place his trust in the courts.

"I'f one cannot trust the courts, what el se can one trust?"

Sabbaruddin, who is also Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster, was
speaking to reporters after |aunching Pesta Budaya Anal at the Matic in
Jal an Anpang. The event is organi sed by the Kuala Lunpur Tourism
Associ ation and City Square.

He said Anwar should also realise that "the nore he speaks, the nore
i nconsi stent his statenents becone".

He al so advi sed those visiting Anwar not to provoke him

"There is nothing wong in paying himvisits, but they should not try to
incite him*"

On Anwar's interviews with the foreign nedia, Sabbaruddin said if he
wanted to "use thent it was his prerogative.

"At one time, Anwar hinself had said that the foreign nedia was
interested only in portraying negative things."

He said Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad woul d be cal ling
for a neeting to brief party | eaders on Anwar's sacking at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre soon.

On Anwar's statenment that he had gone through DNA tests, Sabbaruddin
said the police said he had not. "I amconfident that the police will not
lie. "

Asked whet her pronotional activities for the current Comonweal t h Ganes
woul d be affected by the current political problem Sabbaruddin said he
was confident it would not.

"We only hope people will not try to take advantage of the situation and
do detrinmental things that will tarnish the i mage of the country.

"Many people are working to nake the Ganes a success and those who try
to sabotage that are those w thout principles."

On Anwar's talk of reformation, Sabbaruddin said: "Wat nore does he
want to refornf

"I'f he wanted reformation, he should have done it while he was stil
wor ki ng for the Governnent."

( END)
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