10 AUG 1998
Ganes- Muhyi ddi n
TAKE DR MAHATHI R S COMMENT SERI QUSLY, SAYS MUHYI DDI N

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 10 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s comment that national badm nton officials and players should
pl ace national interests above their personal stands should be taken
seriously by all parties, Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Muihyi ddin
Yassin said today.

"The remark is nost appropriate and tinely. It should be viewed
seriously by all athletes and sports officials in the country,” he said
when conmmenting on the Prine Mnister's coment which was nmade i n Langkawi
yest er day.

The Prime M nister was nerely expressing his desire to keep sports out
of controversy for the sake of protecting Malaysia's i mage, Mihyiddin told
reporters after launching an athlete incentive schene sponsored by Sony (M
Sdn Bhd for next month's 16th Comonweal t h Ganes.

Muhyi ddi n hoped that athletes and officials would give priority to
national interests above those of individuals and associ ations.

"(Qur) Players and officials seemto view lightly the question of
national interests and instead are giving priority to their persona
stands," Dr Mahathir said when commenting on the controversy over selection
of badmi nton players for the Ganes from Sept 11-21

"I do not want to intervene in this matter," Dr Mahathir told reporters
after visiting the Langkawi International Shooting Range Ml aysi a (LI SRAM,
t he shooting venue for the Ganes.

Muhyi ddi n said athletes selected to represent the country were playing
under the national banner and not in their individual capacity.

"As such the Prime Mnister's view shoul d be accepted by all athletes
and they shoul d concentrate on efforts to i nprove their performance,” he
sai d.

The Badmi nton Associ ati on of Ml aysia (BAM and professional club Nusa
Mahsuri were enbroiled in yet anot her round of controversy when BAM dr opped
Nusa Mahsuri's Roslin Hashimfromthe Ganes' squad after he had wal ked out
of national training canp

Roslin cited his preference to train under Nusa Mahsuri's coach M sbun
Si dek as the reason for going AWDL fromcentralised training.

Muhyi ddi n' s success in nediating between the two parties over an
earlier squabble about training allowances had indirectly led to the
selection of Roslin to the national squad.
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