20 APR 1998
Mahat hi r-Sensitivity
TAKE | NTO CONSI DERATI ON SENSI Tl VI TI ES OF OTHERS, SAYS PM

KUALA LUVPUR, April 20 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said today the sensitivities of all groups nust be taken
i nto consideration when inplenenting any project to avoid problens |ater.

"W don't want to do sonething that may touch on the people's
sensitivity, so that there will be no problens in our country due to people
i gnoring other people's sensitivities," he said.

"Rel ocating a cenetery is certainly sonething sensitive,” Dr Mahathir
said, referring to the proposed rel ocation of graves fromJal an Sungai Besi
and Jal an Loke Yew here to Senenyi h, Hulu Langat.

He told reporters this after wi tnessing the signing of an agreenent
bet ween Pribena Construction and the Sel angor Hokki en Association to
facilitate the relocation of the nore than 100, 000 graves.

The Prinme Mnister said the relocation of the cenetery was necessary as
the present site in the heart of the town was no | onger conducive.

On clains that sone people in Senmenyi h were unhappy with the proposed
relocation, Dr Mahathir said: "W have asked them .. there are al ways sone
peopl e who are not happy.

"When we want to nmake a road, people are unhappy, even when we want to
build a nosque there are people who are disssatisfied. So if we need to ask
everyone until all of themare happy, there will be nothing that we can
develop in this country."

In his speech earlier, Dr Mahathir said the relocation of the graves
woul d be carried out in accordance with custonmary and reli gi ous
requirenments.

The present cenetery on 175 hectares of |and contains on the graves of
peopl e of Hokki en, Kwangtung and Kwangsai Chinese clans as well as that of
Roman Cat hol i cs, Buddhi sts and Japanese peopl e.

Used since 1827, it is also the cremation site for Hi ndus and Sikhs.

Pri bena Construction director Cheong We Wng said the conpany woul d
devel op a new cenmetery on a 50-hectare site in Semenyih for the Sel angor
Hokki en Associ ati on, and new ones for the other conmunities on another 125
hect ar es.

Cheong said religious and traditional cerenonies would be held during
the relocation as were done in countries |ike Singapore, Thailand and
Tai wan.

He said the conpany woul d be signing simlar agreenents wth
associ ations representing the other comunities.

Cheong said the relocation exercise woul d take three to five years.

The site in Jalan Sungai Besi and Jal an Loke Yew bel ongs to the federa
gover bnment and woul d be used for devel opnent, he added.
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