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By: M chael Raj

TOKYO, June 4 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has called on the International Mnetary Fund (I MF) to stop its
del aying tactics and rel ease badl y-needed funds pl edged to | ndonesi a.

He said the IM' s insistence on stability first before disbursing the
funds woul d only hinder stability for it would hanper economi c recovery,
further inpoverishing the nation.

"You have to take the new government on trust, you cannot always be
suspi cious," he said here today during a question-and-answer session at the
i nternational conference on "The Future of Asia" organised by the N hon
Kei zai Shi mbun, |nc.

Respondi ng to a questi on whet her Sout heast Asia perceived the change in
| eadership in I ndonesia as positive or negative, Dr Mahathir said that "if
t he new | ndonesi an governnent is given support, | amquite sure sone of the
country's probl ens woul d be resolved and its chances of making a recovery
woul d be nuch better."

Besides this, "it has al ways been assuned that if we change
governnents, we can correct whatever is wong and achi eve success," he
sai d.

But, citing the case of Ethiopia nore than two decades ago things did
not inprove despite a change in its governnment, he said.

On the contrary, the situation becane worse there, Dr Mahathir said.

"...but I amnot saying it will happen to Indonesia, but a nere change
i n governnment does not mean that everything can inprove if the other things
(such as funds) that should acconpany it are not there," the Prime M nister
sai d.

He sai d I ndonesia badly needed the US$3 billion in funds prom sed by
the I MF, but its disbursenment has been made conditional upon Indonesia
stabilising itself.

"And one of the things it nust do in order to stabilise itself was to
change t he governnent which I ndonesia has done, but a change without the
funds is not going to help.”

Wth the funds still being withheld, the Indonesian people are stil
wi t hout enough food and medi ci ne and the children w thout neals.

When the people see this, they will get very angry with the new
government and there would continue to be instability and as such, the
international agencies will say "we will not rel ease the noney to you," he
sai d.

The Prinme Mnister said "we have to decide to break this cycle, you
have to give themthe nobney now that they have changed t he governnent." --
BERNAMA
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