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Tapping fully the potential in growing | ocal herbs

MALAYSI ANS use nearly two billion ringgit worth of herbal products each
year for medicinal, culinary and cosmetic purposes.

The bul k of them either as finished products or as raw nmaterials, are
inmported mainly fromChina, India, Sri Lanka, Japan and the United States.

The irony is that while great strides are being made in science and
technol ogy, this great revenue-earning sector has not been fully tapped.

This is despite the fact that many of the herbal species that are found
growi ng in Mal aysia, are being researched by other countries and nade into
much sought -after products.

In fact, it is estimated that nore than RMBOO nmillion can be saved each
year by large scale commercial cultivation of sone of these varieties.

And very nuch nore can not only be saved but nade to becone a noney-
spinner if local scientists and entrepreneurs seriously conduct research
and devel opment and start nmanufacturing herbal products for export.

However, not all is lost. It is heartening to note that sone States have
been nmaking attenpts to pronote the herbal plant product industry.

And indications are that in tinme to cone this nmay becone a major revenue
ear ner .

Perak is one State to be highly comrended. Spearheaded by the State
Agricul tural Devel opnent Corporation and fully backed by the Menteri
Besar's O fice, great steps have been taken to pronote the herbal plant
product industry.

Among sone of the mmjor steps taken by Perak over the years to pronote
the herbal plant product industry are:

* Setting up a special unit to encourage farmers to cultivate herba
pl ant s.

* Allocating a 500ha area in Sungai Klah in Sungkai (Batang Padang
District) for the cultivation of herbal plants.

* Establishing a 20ha site in Sungai Selinsing near Tapah for a herba
pl ant nursery.

* Encouragi ng the G obal Herba (Perak) Sdn Bhd to supply herbs to a
company in Perlis.

* Lendi ng support to the Sungai Selinsing Herbal Plant Miseum

* Encouraging Safire Pharmaceutical (M Sdn Bhd in Seri |skandar
Phar maceuti cal Park to venture into herbal nedicines.

* Wl comi ng enterprising ventures such as the Rohini conpany to grow
hi bi scus in Taiping to supply its produce to a conpany in Kedah.

Al t hough on a very small scale, Perak al so has the distinction of having
a school, the Sekol ah Rendah Menengah Mengl enbu, which is the only schoo
in the country to hold an annual herbal garden exhibition.

These are just sone of Perak's efforts in pronoting this industry.

Wth such a track record and bl essed with a Menteri Besar who gives his
full support for the growmh of this industry, it is quite natural and
| ogi cal that the NST Herbal Garden Project For Schools and Col | eges shoul d
have its launching in Perak Darul Ri dzuan.

O course, sone other States, such as Kedah, Kel antan, Perlis and
Sel angor have al so enbarked on herbal plantations and products.

This new i npetus was a direct result of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad's call two years ago to States to venture into
traditional medicines using |ocal herbal plants.

In fact, following his call, the Cabinet even gave grants to Perak and



Sel angor for this purpose.

But, to date, Perak appears to have laid the strongest foundation for
the herbal plant product industry in the country.

Sai d Ahmad Suki Hussin, Project Oficer at the Perak State Agricultura
Devel opnent Cor poration sai d:

"W work closely with farmers' organi sations, agriculture departnents
and various agro-based bodies with the commopn ai mof pronoting the herba
i ndustry as a econom cally viable venture.

"In fact, we act as a sort of unbrella organisation for those involved
inthe industry."

And Agriculture Mnister Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud is taking a keen
interest in not only Perak's venture into the herbal plant product
i ndustry, but also in the NST Herbal Garden Project.

This is not surprising, as it was Dr Sul ai man, who as Educati on
M ni ster, |aunched the NST National Environmental Education Programme in
1992.
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