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Teaching hospital of its own for UKM

Nur seda Abdul Rani

UNI VERSI TI Kebangsaan Mal aysia (UKM now owns its own teachi ng hospital
called the Hospital Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia (HUKM after 26 years
of sharing facilities with the General Hospital in Kuala Lunpur to train
sonme 3,000 general practitioners and 600 specialists in all fields.

The RMA00 million hospital, [aunched by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad yesterday, comenced operations on July 1 1997 with the
openi ng of specialist clinics.

On Septenber of the sanme year, it began offering in-patient and acci dent
and energency Services to neet the needs of the public.

From t hen onwards, HUKM progressed steadility to becone a fully
i ntegrated teaching and services hospital.

UKM vi ce- chancel | or Professor Datuk Dr Anuwar Ali, in his speech at the
openi ng cerenony, said UKMtakes in 180 nedical students a year.

It has so far produced nore than 2,500 general doctors.

"Now, UKM has an expert programre in all clinical services and famly
nmedi ci ne.

"W have so far produced 703 specialist doctors in various fields," he
added.

As at the end of 1997, HUKM of fers 100 specialist consultancy clinics,
355 beds for in-patients, six intensive care beds, six beds for coronary
care, 12 beds for intensive neo-natal treatnent and seven operating
t heatres.

The specialist clinics that were set up now of fer a conprehensive range
of specialist and sub-specialist services. Day treatnment centres are al so
operational, offering services in haenodi al ysis, oncol ogy, haenat ol ogy,
psychi atry and endoscopy.

Since the start of specialist clinics services in July |last year, 44,050
pati ents have received treatnent, averagi ng 400 patients daily.

Si nce Cctober, ward services were been nade avail able for 2,561
patients.

To neet the rapidly increasing demand for medi cal services, the hospital
managenent is planning to expand ward facilities to a capacity of 600 beds
by Septenber this year

Howevr, revenue obtained frommnedical fees is still small. Between July
and Decenber |ast year, HUKM nmade RWVB40, 361, which is approximtely 2.5
per cent of the operating expenditure.

HUKM attri buted the | ow | evel of recoupi ng expenditure for services to
the fee structure governed by the Fee Act (Fee Ordinance Medical) 1982.

However, the hospital expects revenue to inprove further when HUKM
adopts a fee structure sinmlar to that of University Malaya's University
Hospi t al

According to the hospital's annual report, the Public Services
Depart ment has approved 987 posts within the managenent and prof essi ona
categori es and another 938 posts in the support services category for the
hospi t al

The total nunber of posts for HUKM does not include existing posts in
UKM s nedi cal faculty.

As at Decenber 31 1997, 39 per cent of the approved posts in the
managenent and prof essi onal categories and 83.6 per cent of posts in the
Support Services Category had been filled.

HUKM with the cooperation of the Mnistry of Health Mal aysia, has al so



arranged for 100 trained nurses and 21 officers in the professional and
par a- medi cal categories to be | oaned to the hospital

Anot her 116 nurses have been recruited fromlIndia, Philippines and
Vi etnamon a contractual basis.

The hospital also maintains |inks and enjoys cl ose cooperation with
ot her renowned hospital s.

The National University Hospital of Singapore has supported the "Medica
Assi sted Conception” Service at HUKM whil e t he Si ngapore General Hospital
provi des cooperation for training nurses and para-mnedi cal staff invol ved
i n managi ng the treatnent of burns.

HUKM speci alists in obstetrics and gynaecol ogy, neurosurgery and
endocrinol ogy also maintain close links with their counterparts in other
countries including the US and Australi a.
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