21/ 02/ 1998
Tel aga Air prawn farnms cl osed, fixtures destroyed

Sul ok Tawi e

KUCHING Fri. - At a time when every bit of food produced will help the
country to reduce costly inports, the State Land and Survey Departnent has
ordered the closure of prawn farms in Telaga Air and destroyed the
structures on site.

The cl osure order affects 329 illegal ponds in the area.

Yesterday, a tiger prawn farmbel onging to former Yang di-Pertua Negeri
Tun Abang Muhanmad Sal ahuddi n was anong three cl osed down, as the
Department's officers began acting agai nst peopl e occupying State | and.

Tun Sal ahuddin wat ched hel pl essly as the enforcenent officers |led by
the Kuching Division's Superintendent of Lands and Survey, Marzuk
| brahim denolished the illegal structures and rel eased the water fromthe
ponds at about 5pm

Saying that it would be a big loss to the State, he said that 300-odd
ponds in Telaga Air were projected to bring in an annual revenue of RMLOO
mllion once they were all in production.

He added that sone of the farns were still at the infant stage while a
few others had al ready been stocked.

Over 20 uniformed and pl ai ncl ot hes policenen were present to ensure the
of ficers were not hanpered in carrying out their duties.

The tiger prawn farners were issued with two notices on Feb 11 and 17 by
the departnment to nove out within one week fromthe date of the notices,
failing which enforcenent officers would denolish any structures and
destroy the ponds.

Mar zuki, when pressed for comments by reporters at the scene, said they
had been repeatedly rem nded to nove out but they failed to conply.

"W had to act since they failed to adhere to our final warning issued
t hrough an eviction notice on Feb 17," he said, adding that the decision
to denolish the structures and the ponds was in accordance with the State
Land Code Ordinance. Only 94 ponds in the area are |l egal and run by
conpani es.

A dej ected Tun Sal ahuddi n, Yang di Pertua Negeri from 1977 to 1981, said
he had i nvested about RML million to set up his farm

He added that his farnhouse al one cost hi m RvBO, 000.

"I don't understand why the enforcenent officers have to act in a high-
handed manner since we have been assured by the Mnister of Agriculture
and Food I ndustries Datuk Adenan Satemthat we could stay until My 16,"
he sai d.

"But when | asked the officer heading the denblition exercise he told ne
that he was acting on the instructions of the governnent," he added.

He said that they would be seeking a neeting with Adenan to di scuss the
i ssue.

Anot her farmer, who identified hinself as Kueh, said that his farmouse-
cum of fice, which was conpl etely denolished, cost hi mRV60, 000.

Yet another farmer said he had | ost RW90,000 with the derolition of his
three farns.

He added that he had stocked RML50, 000 worth of small prawns in one of
the farnms which the enforcenent officers had destroyed.

A heavy machi nery deal er, who refused to identify hinself, said that his
conmpany woul d | ose between RM6.5 million and RMB million with the
cancel l ati on of orders for nmachinery by the farners.

Per manent secretary to the Mnistry of Resource Planni ng and Managenent



Zaidi Zaini, said the land used by the tiger prawn farmers was adjacent to
the Iand given by the State Governent to the Federal Governnent for the
proposed Federal Administrative Centre in Sarawak.

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud announced the presentation of
t he 800ha | and, about 30km from Kuching, to Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad who vi sited Sarawak on Aug 27 | ast year.

Zai di, however, could not conment on whether tiger prawn farm ng
activities woul d danage the eco-systemnot only in Telaga Air but also the
surroundi ng areas.

He added that assistant Mnister in the Chief Mnister's Ofice Awang
Tengah Ali Hassan would call a Press conference next week on why the State
Governnent did not want tiger prawn farming in the vicinity of the | and
given to the Federal Covernment.

Late this afternoon, a group of tiger prawn farners nmet Adenan and
appealed to himto stop the cl osure order.

A spokesman for the group said Adenan made no conm t nent when they net
himat his office.

"He al so did not respond when we asked hi mabout the three-nonth grace
peri od he announced in Bintulu |ast Mnday," he said.

(Adenan, at a Press conference, had stated that the farmers had been
all oned to occupy the land until May 16.)
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