17 AUG 1998
TELECOMMUNI CATI ON- EQUAL ACCESS
TELECOVMUNI CATI ON SERVI CE PROVI DERS AGREE TO PUBLI CI SE EQUAL ACCESS

KUALA LUVPUR, Aug 17 (Bernanm) -- Tel ecomruni cati on service providers
have agreed to contribute towards public awareness programe on the benefit
of equal access, said Director General of Tel ecommunicati ons Departnent,
Mal aysi a Dat uk Hod Par man.

A task force group is preparing various nodes of information
di ssem nati on programmes to create this public awareness, which is expected
to take off in Cctober, he said after |launching the Asean Tel ecom 98
website in conjuction with the exhibition and conference to be held on Nov
3-6.

Hod al so urged the five tel econmuni cati on service providers to
publici se and educate, as soon as possible, both corporate and hone users
on the benefit of equal access which will be inplemented on Jan 1, 1999.

The equal access players invol ved are Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd, Bi na- Sat
Com Sdn Bhd, Tine Tel ecommuni cations Sdn Bhd, Mutiara Tel ecomuni cati ons
Sdn Bhd and Cel com Sdn Bhd.

Hod said the information could be provided via the internet, nedia and
exhi bi ti ons.

He al so called on service providers to take part in the Asean Tel ekom
98 exhi bition and conference, pointing out that "the key service providers
shoul d take this opportunity to project their unity and preparedness to
give quality and conpetitive services."

On the equal access trial, Hod said, all the players were taking part
and are working on the ground condition of the systemto ensure that the
servi ce woul d be ready on Jan 1.

M ni ster of Energy, Tel econmunications and Posts Datuk Leo Mbggie
| aunched the equal access service trial on July 15. The trial progranme
woul d be on until Decenber

Hod sai d equal access is one of the steps taken by the governnent to
ensure that consuner and service providers benefitted fromthe advancenent
of technol ogi es.

"The tel ecommuni cation industry is receiving great attention fromboth
the public and private sectors because we recognise it as the nation's
back-bone for econom c and soci al devel opnent, " he said.

On runpurs spread via internet, he said at this stage the departnment
has yet to focus on the matter, but if new|laws were set up and enforced on
such matter, the department would be able to study details concerning this
matter.

Meanwhi | e, Tan Sri Dr Ahmad Must af fa Babj ee, the executive chairman of
AMB Exhi bitions Sdn Bhd, the organi ser of Asean Tel ecom 98, said a total of
220 exhibitors from 18 countries are expected to take part in the
exhibition with some 10,000 trade visitors anticipated to visit the
exhi bition which woul d be opened by prinme mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohared.

About 20 percent of the exhibitors have confirned their participation
so far, he said, adding that he was confident that the targetted 220
exhi bitors could be net.

Anong the big nanes that have agreed to participate are three giant
Ger man conpani es nanely Si enens, Bosch Tel ecom and Krone. Qthers are
Tel ekom Mal aysi a, Nokia, NEC, G sco System |Iridium Sagem and Marconi

Ahmad Mustaffa said AMB Exhibitions will spend about RML.5 nillion to
stage Asean Tel ecom 98 and of this amount, RMB0O, 000 will be used to



pronote the event internationally.
On efforts to lure the visitors, he said part of the Rvb00, 000 woul d be

used to sponsor the visit of director generals of telecomunications of
Asean countries and that it is hoped they in turn would bring al ong key
telecomcaptains to visit the event. -- BERNAMVA
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