15 DEC 1998
TENAGA- BAKUN
TENAGA NASI ONAL TO DECI DE REVI VAL OF BAKUN DAM

KUALA LUWMPUR, Dec 15 (Bernama) -- Second Finance M nister Datuk Mistapa
Mohamed sai d t he governnent has | eft the decisionto revive the Bakun
hydro-el ectric dam project to Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd.

"W have put in lots of noney in the project. Ooviously we can't | eave
everything torot there,” he told newsnen after presenting the Ml aysi an
Chi ef Executive Oficer of the Year Award.

He said the governnment has not deci ded whet her Tenaga Nasi onal shoul d
t ake over the devel opment of the Bakun dam proj ect.

"What we have decided is for Tenaga Nasional to | ook at the whol e thing
and cone back to us with sonme recommendati ons," he said, addi ng that no
deadl i ne has been set for Tenaga Nasi onal to conplete the study.

I n August, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir has said that the
Bakun project cost woul d be nmuch reduced because the governnent had
scrapped its planto distribute el ectric power fromBakun to Peni nsul ar
Mal aysi a.

Thi s woul d reduce by RV6 billion the project's original cost of RML3. 6
billion. -- BERNAMVA
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