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Tertiary education on air fromnext year

Dr Van Chi k | brahi m

THE | aunchi ng of MetroVision's news on the Internet by Prinme Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on Aug 18 nmarks a first for a tel evision
station in the country.

The managi ng director of MetroVision, Sabri Abdul Rahman, stated at the
| aunch that the station was working with several l|ocal universities to
provi de di stance | earni ng progranmes next year.

As a start, a nmenorandum of understandi ng between Tel evision Airtinme
Servi ces Educati on Managenent Sdn Bhd - a sharehol der of Metrovision - and
United Miul timedia Sdn Bhd - a subsidiary of Universiti Tun Abdul Razak
(Unitar) - early this nmonth will open up a new chapter in Ml aysian
educat i on.

The joint venture project, the first of its kind in Malaysia, calls for
t he establishment of University of the Air (UOA) programes which will be
transmtted by MetroVision.

The signing of an MoU between Tel evision Airtine Services and
MetroVision to transmt |ectures on the public channel will strengthen the
drive for "universities without walls". The university that will ride on
the airwaves will offer required National Accreditation Board and
uni versity courses early next year.

Li ke any other local university, a student will have to satisfy the
m ni num requi rement of 120 credit hours/units before he or she can
graduate. This will take about three years but the fast track students may
graduat e sooner dependi ng on how many courses they can di gest per
senest er.

For starters, at |east two programmes have been identified. One is a
Di pl oma or Bachel or i n Busi ness Managenent or diplona |eading to a
Bachel or of Busi ness Managenent. Another programe is |nformation
Technol ogy.

UCA' s phil osophy is to give every Ml aysian a chance to be exposed to
tertiary education at no cost. As long as you have a tel evision at hone
you will be able to follow the courses at |eisure but if you are
interested in enrolling for a diploma or degree, you will have to register
as a student and take part in lectures, tutorials and exans at Unitar.

Regi stration fees for five courses each senmester will not burden parents
or students. Each course will cost only a m nimal anount conpared with the
present fees at private institutions of higher |earning which amunt to
about RW4, 500 per senester.

Wth UOA's programmes, the registration fees will be slashed by 85 per
cent. W know that the cost of education has never been cheap but this is
one institution which offers quality tertiary education within everybody's
neans.

The progranmes will be offered in stages. Twenty-two basic and
intermedi ate courses will be nade available for the first three semesters
| eadi ng to higher-level courses for students to major and specialise in
Maj or courses in business and IT will be offered in the fourth and
foll owi ng senesters.

A student who cannot afford to finish 120 credit hours may opt for 80
hours and settle for a diploma instead. If he decides to continue |ater,
he may do so and upon conpleting 120 hours, will be awarded a bachelor's
degr ee.

The search for a quality partner who shared t he same phil osophy and



aspiration was not easy. Some of the local universities that we approached
were neither keen nor serious about taking up our offer.

It was a dream cone true when we net and discussed the possibility of
the UCA with the president of Unitar, Datuk Dr Syed O hman Al habshi

The first meeting gave both parties the feeling that we were heading in
the sane direction. Six nmonths |ater, we found oursel ves preparing an MU
for the project.

Many wi |l wonder and perhaps question the quality of education that they
will get froma programre which costs only a few hundred ringgit per
semester. Qur philosophy is to give everyone a chance at getting quality
tertiary education and quality is the output of high calibre personnel.

The lecturers at Unitar are made up of highly qualified and experienced
people fromvarious universities in the country. They are professors,
associ ate professors and | ecturers who are futuristic in outl ook.

They have vi sions but cannot realise themw thin the walls of the
ordi nary uni versity.

MetroVi si on and Tel evision Airtime Services are nmade up of professionals
who are experienced, diligent, highly qualified and far-sighted. Mst of
themwere trai ned abroad. Their | eaders are "cyber-m nded futurists" and
pl an ahead into the next century.

What brought these people together? The answer is ... their comobn goa
and comrtnent. They al so share the sane phil osophy on a "university
wi t hout wal | s" and they believe that together they can nmake it happen.

Qur targets are not only those who will enrol as full-tinme students of
t he UCA progranmes, but al so working peopl e and housew ves who can study
at honme according to their own schedul e.
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