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The good ship Malaysia will sail on

Mazl an Nor di n

THESE are days of the instant book. Mayhap being witten nowis the first
chapter of The Rise and Fall of Anwar Ibrahim All the elenents of a
bestseller are there - politics, sex and religion too.

The fall fromgrace of soneone with so nuch prom se surely demands
scrutiny. There are echoes of Greek tragedy: drana that is about to unfold
for all to discern an yet nothing can be done to affect its outcone.

As for newspapers there is the opening paragraph of the Asian Wl
Street Journal editorial, "The business of newspapers is selling
newspapers and nothing sells better than sex". But its conmentary was on
President Clinton and Moni ca Lew nsky.

A future historian rumagi ng through the past woul d undoubt edl y take
note of how Mal aysians took in stride a series of major events within the
space of a fortnight - the inposition of currency controls to overcone
continued economic turnoil, disnissal of a Deputy Prime M nister, opening
of the Commobnweal th Ganes attended by some 100, 000 people and at the sane
time a few kilonetres away a rally in support of the sacked mnister,
official visit by Queen Elizabeth and protest rallies not far away not far
away fromone of the venues, and finally the closing of the Combnweal t h
Ganes wi th undi m ni shed fervour.

Meanwhil e amid other rallies in Permatang Pauh, Ml aka, Kota Baru and
ot her places a book by Singapore's Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew, The
Si ngapore Story containing critical coments on the |ate Tunku Abdu
Rahman and hi s successor Tun Abdul Razak went on sale at |ocal bookshops.

It was sold out al nost i medi ately perhaps because of a call to ban it.
Equal Iy ludi crous was the call to ban his entry to Ml aysi a.

That no such prohibitions were inposed is a neasure too of the nation's
maturity.

Surely Mal aysi ans do not read books singing paeans of praise for them
only and banning those critical of the country, its policies or its
| eaders past and present. Only Nazis burned books.

Qccasi onal hiccups between cl ose nei ghbours do not efface the friendly
and famly ties between Ml aysi ans and Si ngapor eans.

Taken note of also is the spate of critical coments anbng certain
sections of the foreign nmedia on Mal aysia on al nost everything that she
does.

They are neant to put us down, but as the Mal ay sayi ng goes the good
ship Malaysia will sail along while the dog barks. No | onger are we | ed by
t he nose ring.

As evident also news about Anwar's rallies, statements or speeches do
not jostle for space in newspapers or on television. They appear every day
and sone are in the front page of the national dailies.

Joi ning sections of the foreign nedia in denigrating the country are
unruly elenents in sone of the rallies. And so there were cries of "Go
back to Sri Pentas. CNN is okay. Foreign nedia is right."

For CNN there was special coverage by Maria Ressa who covered the
| ndonesi an student riots and viol ence which led to President Suharto's
fall. And on CNBC a report on Mody's downgradi ng of Ml aysi an banks was
aired yet again the next night.

Much earlier were the adverse reports prior to the Cormonweal t h Ganes
questioning Malaysia's ability to host them

There were dire warni ngs about snbg about to envel ope all those at Bukit



Jalil and snide reports about the death penalty vis-a-vis the country's
anti-dadah policy.

The j aundi ced reports continued even after the hugely successful opening
of the Ganes with comments on "Kowtow ng to |ocal dignitaries” and about
political storns which, however, were not recorded on the Richter scale.

As Lee Kuan Yew sai d when addressing the Forei gn Correspondents
Associ ation in Singapore, "Ml aysia, despite the bad press it is getting,
has an econony that is sound in its bases and there is no danger of
political disorder”.

Reveal ing too was his comment, "I feel sad nore for Dr Mahathir than for
Anwar. There was his earlier cormments that Muslins do not believe in gays
and gay rights.

Ainmed at the target was a commentary in Berita Harian earlier this week
by its woman col umi st, Tun Teja, about Oscar Wl de (1854-1900), Irish wt
and dramati st who sued his accuser after being charged with being a
sodom te but |ost his case and was sentenced to two years' hard | abour

In a barbed reference to the present she concluded, "I hear that the
former bendahara has al so all eged that the confessions by his two friends
are yet other slanders against his character. | do hope the forner

bendahara fully realises the inplication and consequence of his charge.

For if the charge or the denial is found to be "wild" as the whites say
it, he mght well be the second Wlde in history."

As recorded Wlde fled to France after his release to renew his witing.
Once nentioned was his play "Sal one", neant to shock the Paris audi ence by
its portrayal of unnatural passion. It was banned by the censors.

Al so nmentioned was Wl de's use of the "epigrammatic wit" and his nane
was associ ated with the French intell ectual Rochefoucaul d, fanous for his
epi grans, one of which reads: "Evil as well as good has its hero".

Revi ewed sone tine back was the book Le Testamen Francai s by Andrea
Maki ns whi ch won prestigious literary awards in France and has been
transl ated into 22 | anguages. Strangely enough the revi ewer renmenbered a
m nor character, Pashka, the school dunce and | oner froma poor honme who
"clinmbs the trees to watch the stars.”

Al as, such innocence has no place in the world these days, especially
that of politics. Good night, sweet dreans.

( END)
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