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KOTA KI NABALU: Like in many past state elections, the conplexity of
politics in Sabah forbids easy prediction as to which particular party wll
energe victorious, and the next election is no exception.

The return of former Sabah Chief Mnister Datuk Harris Salleh to active
politic has added anot her dinmension to the scenario though his nove is seen
by nost Bari san Nasional (BN) |eaders as merely an attenpt to split the
Musl i mvotes which would only benefit the opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah
(PBS).

They al so agreed that despite all the excitenent and eagerness, Parti
Bari san Rakyat Sabah Bersekutu (Bersekutu), used by Harris as the vehicle
for his political coneback, would not win a single seat in the comng state
pol | .

They said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Moharmad was right when
he referred to Harris as nothing nore than a "spoiler".

Sabah Umo Chief, Datuk OCsu Sukamall eged that Harris' return to active
politics is not to rescue the Muslins in Sabah as clained, but is solely
nmotivated by his ill-desire to bring down the BN governnment in the state.

In his | atest series of canpaign, Harris has clainmed that BN and Umo
are not acceptable to the people anynore, especially the Muslins, and "if
Ber sekut u does not contest in the conming election, the Muslins will give
their nmandate to the Christian-based PBSto return to power in the state".

PBS, | ed by Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan, used to be the ruling party
inthe state after beating the Harris-led Berjaya in 1985. However, it
failed to stay on after the 1994 election after several of its elected
assenbl ynen crossed over to Umo or set up their own parties and joi ned BN
Among them are Parti Denokrati k Sabah (PDS), Parti Maju Sabah (SAPP) and
Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS)

Gsu who is also the Mnister of Land and Cooperative Devel opnent said,
Harris has miscalculated if he thought that Bersekutu could beconme a better
alternative to BN

"Its presence would only benefit PBS, especially in the 12 areas where
the Muslimmajority are bel ow 60 percent. PBS would reap the benefit if
Ber sekut u nmanage to obtain 10 percent of the Muslimvotes there,” Gsu said.

According to observers, PBS are earnestly watching the current
devel opnents and has begun to deploy its "ninja turtles" or party workers
to conduct house to house canpaigns in the areas where Muslimmgjority are
negligible, |ike Kudat, Bengkoka, Kawang, Pantai Manis, Kuala Penyu, Sugut,
Labuk and Kuanut .

On the other hand, said Osu, w thout Bersekutu's interference, BN could
easily beat PBS in all Mislimdom nated areas and win sone of the PBS-held
constituenci es.

BN currently controls 43 state seats, conprising 21 held by Umo, 11
PDS, five SAPP, three Akar Bersatu, two PBRS and one MCA. The PBS has only
four seats while an i ndependent, one.

Def endi ng his noves, Harris said under the present political scenario,
he is certain that nost of the Mislimdom nated area would fall into the
hand of PBS if Bersekutu did not come into the scene.

He clai ned that Berserkutu has a good chance of w nning the 27
Musl i m dom nat ed seats and several Chinese or non-MislimBum putera seats.
Latest statistics showthat the non-MislimBuni putera voters doni nate 14
seats whil e the Chi nese, seven



However, Osu treated Harris' claimas nothing nore than "his favourite
old political ginmmcks, because by nature Harris is always confident about
everything of relevance to him He had di spl ayed simlar over-confidence
during the 1985 el ection but Berjaya was beaten by PBS".

"Then in 1990, Harris once again boasted that his Berjaya party was
ready to kick out PBS....but again Berjaya failed to west a single seat
and he hinmself was humiliated in Sipitang,” recalled Gsu.

The President of PDS Tan Sri Bernard Donpok claimed that the people of
Sabah woul d not accept Harris anynore because "he had no nore base in Sabah
and the people now see himonly as anot her passing nonent in the history of
Sabah".

"Hi s re-appearance is al so seasonal, during election tinme, and his
track record shows that he was never consistent with what he preached,” he
sai d.

Donpok who is replacing Datuk Yong Teck Lee (SAPP President) as the new
Chief M nister of Sabah at the end of this nonth under the rotation system
anong the three nmain ethnic groups, said Sabahans are now politically
mat ur ed enough and will continue to support BN because of its vision which
prom ses thema better future

He al so refuted Harris's claimthat the Sabahans rejected the rotation
systemfor the Chief Mnister's post.

"I't is an approach," says Donpok, "which entails that all Sabahans,
irrespective of their race and religion, contribute towards achieving the
vi sion of a New Sabah and si nmul taneously discard the old practice of 'the
wi nner takes all"'".

Gsu is confident that the people would not fall for the "enpty
prom ses" made by Harris, including the revival of the RM300 annual
dividends to all adult Sabahans fromprofits nade by the Sabah Foundati on
i f Bersekutu wins the coming el ection.

According to Gsu, the pronise would remain unfulfilled even if
Bersekutu wi ns the el ection because "there is no way that the foundation
could find RM0OO million every year to be distributed to the 700,000 adults
in the state. The anobunt is sinply beyond the foundation's neans."

He expl ai ned that although Sabah Foundation is still a major tinber
concession-holder in the state, invloving sone one mllion acres, it cannot
simply cut tinmber for export |ike before because it is bound by the felling
and export quota inposed by the International Tropical Tinber O ganisation
(I1TTO .

Nevert hel ess, Osu said, Harris' return to active politics is "a
bl essing in disguise" becaue it would notivate BN | eaders and supporters to
wor k even harder, especially in correcting people's perception of BN and
ensuring that it would continue to rule the state.

Wi | e acknow edgi ng Harris' contribution to the state when he was the
chief mnister before, Gsu felt that Harris' culture and way of thinking
are no longer suited to the present environment.

"W tal ked about agro-base devel opnent way back in the 60s and
i ndustrial base in the 80s. But we are nowin the IT (I nfromation
Technol ogy) age..... surely the people now would not want Harris to take
them back to where they were 30 years ago," he said, in reference to
Harris' emphasis on agriculture as his priority if he succeeds in his
endeavour to becone the state chief executive once again. -- BERNAMA
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