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The falling fromgrace of a | eader who woul d have been PM

Ashraf Abdul I ah

FOR Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, the man responsible for inducting
fornmer Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahiminto active politics
and the Governnent, the decision to drop his once heir-apparent was
probably a nost difficult and pai nful one.

Perhaps, this could be likened to a decision nade by a father on a son;
or that of a nentor on his protege. In reality, this was a decision nade
by the Prine Mnister on a deputy whom many bel i eved was grooned to
eventual | y take over the nation's stewardship

It was obvious to many that Dr Mahathir has nore than a soft spot for
Anwar, seen at one tine as the youth | eader whose ideals were simlar or
parallel to that of the Prinme Mnister

It was a relationship so special that others could see that Anwar was Dr
Mahat hir's chosen one. Until Wdnesday that is.

During the last 16 years of Anwar's active politics in Umo, Dr Mahathir
had stood by him defending himevery tine he was criticised by
detractors.

Even when the Prinme Mnister received an open letter in August |ast year
al l eging that Anwar was involved in sexual inproprieties, Dr Mahat hir had
brushed it aside.

It was at the Shah Alamracing circuit on Aug 24 | ast year where
reporters had first asked Dr Mahathir on the letter which he reportedly
recei ved a few weeks before

Al t hough Dr Mahathir confirnmed receiving the letter, he maintained that
his deputy was i nnocent and that such all egati ons were basel ess and ai ned
at damagi ng Anwar's political career.

O course at the time when Dr Mahathir nmade the statenent, police
i nvestigation into the allegations had just begun

A few weeks |later, Dr Mahathir repeated that such allegations were not
only basel ess but absurd.

The whol e i ssue took a new tw st when a book titled 50 Dalil Mengapa
Anwar Ti dak Bol eh Jadi PM (50 Reasons Wy Anwar Cannot Becone PM, which
contai ned various all egations about Anwar, surfaced during the Umo
general assenbly in June

Si nce the book's appearance, several police reports had been | odged,

i ncluding one by the publisher Khairuddin Hassan who urged police to
i nvestigate the contents of the book.

When Anwar first becane active in politics in March 1982, sone peopl e
resented it. They felt that Anwar, a Universiti Ml aya student activi st
with religious credentials, would not fit in with sonme of the |iberals.

They were al so suspici ous of himbecause Anwar, as president of the
Angkatan Belia | sl am Mal aysia, was seen to be nore synpathetic towards Pas
until 1982 when he decided to go into active politics through Umo.

Sone Abi m nenbers chose not to support hi mwhen he contested in the
general el ection under the Barisan Nasional ticket.

However, Dr Mahathir had then reassured Anwar's critics and mai nt ai ned
that he saw Anwar as a nan who occupied a pivotal position in the
interplay of forces of Islamc resurgence in Ml aysi a.

When Anwar won the Unmo deputy presidency in 1993 uncontested after
i ncunbent Ghafar Baba (now Tun) withdrew fromthe race, there was nuch
specul ation that he woul d attenpt to unseat Dr Mahathir as both Prine
M ni ster and party president.



Al t hough the foreign Press continued to speculate that this had created
arift between Dr Mahathir and Anwar, the party president continued to
ignore their remarks, reaffirmng each time that Anwar was hi s successor.

At regular intervals, fresh specul ations about a strain in the
relati onship between the two would arise. They were, however, nmet with
deni al s.

Such trust Dr Mahathir had in Anwar that he was even nmade acting Prine
M ni ster and Hone M ni ster when Dr Mahathir took a two-nmonth | eave in June
| ast year.

But anxiety, it seens, soon replaced the trust after allegations of
sexual inproprieties began to haunt Anwar. The courts are going to decide.
There is specul ation that the Governnent is anxious over the outcone and
wants to distance itself fromany unpl easant ness.

It is also widely speculated that there had been sone major policy
di fferences between Dr Mahat hir and Anwar over neasures to revive the
econony.

What ever the conpelling reasons, these and others may have pushed Dr
Mahat hir towards the decision to remove Anwar fromall positions in the
Gover nnent .
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