19 OCT 1998
Cer akan- | SA
THE | SA NEEDS TO BE REVI EWED AND NOT ABOLI SHED, SAYS GERAKAN

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 19 (Bernamm) -- The Internal Security Act (I SA)
shoul d not be abolished but a review should be conducted on its suitability
to the prevailing security situation in the country, Gerakan president
Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k said today.

He said that |ike other existing Acts including the Land Acqui sition
Act, the provisions of the | SA especially on detention of individuals and
the circunstances which allow the Act to be enforced on individuals, should
be revi ened.

Speaking to reporters at the Gerakan's Deepavali "open house" here, he
said that the | SA however needs to be retained in the interest of the
nation's security and the people's well-being.

"I will indicate the Gerakan's stand to Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad regarding the | SA and will urge himto never ever think of
abol i shing the I SA " he said.

Last Wednesday, Dr Mahathir stated that he had at one tine proposed
that the | SA be abolished but the police felt that the | aw was stil
essential to maintain national security.

Li msaid that Ml aysi ans should realise the significance of the Act in
ensuring peace and harnony in the country.

"It is through the I SA that Ml aysia nanaged to curb the subversive
activities of the Conmuni st Party of Ml aya and save the country from
destruction following the racial riots in 1969," he said.

As such, he said, the younger generation should appreciate the role of
the | SA.

He said that the younger generation had never experienced bl oodshed and
therefore did not realise the effectuive of the | SA and had no qual ns about
taking part in large-scale street denonstrations and threateni ng peace and
security.

Limsaid that if they have any grievances, they shoul d express them
t hrough t he proper channels.

By hol di ng denpnstrations, they could be used by certain quarters out
to create racial tension and causi ng chaos, he said.

On the canpai gn seeking to have the | SA abolished | aunched by Cer ak,
Limsaid that the political parties and non-governnental organisations in
the novenent were opportunists with their own agenda and were not doing it
inthe interest of the people.
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