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MOST people in Malaysia and in many parts of the world are famliar with
the acronym Li ma, which stands for the fanmpbus Langkawi | nternationa
Maritime & Air exhibition

Anak Enggang would like to introduce an alternative Lima event -
Langkawi ' s I ncredi bl e Mammal Airshow. It is an amazing and inspiring event
that takes place every night at The Andaman hotel on Datai Bay, and Anak
Enggang believes it should become as wel |l -known as the exhibition because
of the vital lessons it holds for the devel opers of Langkaw i sl and,

Mal aysi an deci si on- nakers and nmanki nd in general .

The story began years ago when the | egendary Datai Bay was slated for
devel oprment. Situated at the renote north-west corner of Langkaw , Datai
Bay i s shrouded by the magnificient Machinchan |inmestone nmassif and its
prinmeval rainforest. The 1.6kmstretch with its pristine beach and
cystalline waters has remained rel atively inaccessible by land while the
forest itself has been fairly tranquil, with the exception of occasiona
forays by illegal foreign | oggers.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad, in envisioning an exotic
tropical getaway at Datai, decreed strict quotas on the nunber of trees
that could be cut, the height of the buildings and vari ous other stringent
envi ronnmental gui delines. This posed i nnunerabl e chall enges to the
engi neers, architects and builders, but they rose to the occasion with
i magi nati on and skill

The result is that Datai Resort is invisible fromthe sea, while The
Andaman j ust peeks out with a nodest four-storey profile. Al the
bui l di ngs are surrounded by mature trees and | ush rainforest.

At The Andanman, the buil ding and sw mm ng pool have actually been built
around towering trees. It is startling for humans to see | ush rai nforest
all around the buildings, but Anak Enggang's animal friends |ove the
nat ural environnent.

Foreign visitors tend to agree, and the result is that up to 70 per cent
of guests at this hotel are from Europe, Japan, the United States and
ot her corners of the gl obe.

Hornbills swoop fromtrees just outside hotel roons while Long-tailed
Macaques sit placidly at the forest fringe, watching the human goi ngs-on.
Dol | ar bi rds and Racquet-tail ed Drongos perch atop the pool side trees,
whi | e Dusky Leaf Monkeys scanper from branch to branch

Brilliant O ange-bellied Fl owerpeckers and Crinson Sunbirds flit through
the foliage, and unfl appabl e Monitor Lizards stal k ponderously past
fasci nated sunbat hers. The restful piped-in asli nusic is often
interspersed with the chatter of m schievous tree-shrews and squirrels
out side the wi ndows, and majestic Wiite-bellied Sea-eagles circle silently
hi gh in the sunny sky.

Visiting birdwatchers were thrilled to spot the rarel y-seen Brown-w nged
Ki ngfisher at its only habitat in Malaysia, and to view many of the 70
bi rd-species recorded within the grounds of The Andanan. The hotel is a
nature-|l ove's haven for there is sonmething to see at any tine of the day;
fromintriguing forest plants to gaudy butterflies to the practically-

i nvi si ble Ant Lion Larvae.

It is at night, however, that The Andaman cones alive, with Langkaw 's
I ncredi bl e Mamal Ai r show

At dusk, the cicadas begin their night-tinme synphony, and as the sun



sets, a prelimnary flypast is nounted by various species of cute little
bats, winging silently with their incredibly sophisticated radar-

navi gati on systens. An ow begins to call, then suddenly flies by in an
unexpect ed show of w nged nenace, sending shivers down the spines of the
wat ching wild mice and skinks in their darkened niches. The human guests
begin to drift in, gathering at the open-air restaurant or under the trees
anong the pool s.

A civet cat suddenly causes a stir as it leaps froma tree and scurries
away hurriedly, realising that it had i nadvertently stunbl ed onstage
before a live audience. A night jar begins its steady "tuk-tuk, tuk-tuk",
hei ghteni ng the tension of the waiting watchers who have craned their
necks upwar ds expectantly. The suspense is taut, and you can al nost fee
the el ectric anticipation in the audience.

Suddenly, a child cries out, "I see one! Over there! LOXK!" Heads
swivel, and torchlights come on. Long beans of the searching |ights focus
on the large trunk of a tall tree, where a furry little creature is busily
clanmbering up with adnirable dexterity. It reaches the foliage at the
crown of the tree, turns to | ook at the audi ence bel ow and after a
nmeasur ed pause, launches itself into the air in gravity-defying aerobatic
spect acul ar.

This is the fabul ous Colugo, a creature of al nost nmythical repute and
fame. A nmenber of the world-fanobus Flying Lemur fanmly, the Colugo is a
relatively rare mammal that glides fromtree to tree by catapulting itself
up into the air, then gliding dow on its fur-covered nenbranes. At the
Li ma di splay that Anak Enggang wat ched, several Col ugo soared above the
heads of the watching crowd, often in al nbst sinmultaneous acrobatic
pr eci si on.

The highlight of the evening was the surprise appearance of a G ant Red
Flying Squirrel, which joined in the aerial display for a few breat htaking
m nut es before disappearing into the forest shadows. The entire Linma took
about 20 minutes and during that time, tiny frogs bowed in from pool si de
l'ily-pads and nocturnal crabs side-kicked their way al ong the sandy path
to the CGulai Cause restaurant that nestles underneath the trees.

It was a typical night in Langkawi 's ancient rainforest, but the amazing
thing was that it all took place within the hotel conmpound!

The I esson here is that it is well worth the noney to invest in
sust ai nabl e devel opment, for that pays off in the long run

The forest is actually Langkawi's greatest attraction, with its beaches
only second in tourismvalue. The better preserved its natural heritage
is, the richer will be its rewards in tinme to conme. Renenber Anak
Enggang' s gol den rul e of conservati on:

"Take Care O Nature, And It WII Take Care O You!™"
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