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Rotation (w th pix)

KURUP OR DOWPCK, THAT'S THE QUESTI ON
A news anal ysis

By: Jackson Sawat an

KOTA Kl NABALU, March 3 (Bernama) -- Cone May or June Sabah will have a
new chief mnister yet again: this tine a | eader from anong the
Kadazandusun comuni ty.

This is by virtue of the third phase of the systemof rotating the
state chief mnistership fromanong Sabah's three maj or comunities.

The system devised by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhat hir Mhanad,
is to provide opportunity for each of the comunity | eaders
-- MuslimBum putera, Chinese and non-nuslimBum putera -- to be at
the helmfor a period of two years.

Unli ke the previous two phases, no one in Sabah can pi npoi nt who anpng
t he two Kadazandusun | eaders in the ruling Barisan Nasional (BN) coalition
will be in the hot seat.

One is Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) president Datuk Joseph Kurup
who i s al so Deputy Chief Mnister.

The other is State Tourismand Environnent M nister Tan Sri Bernard
Donpok, president of Parti Denokratik Sabah (PDS).

Political observers here could not easily draw the conpari son between
the two equal ly prom nent figures.

They said Kurup has an edge over Donpok in that he is holding the
seni or post in the Sabah cabi net although the party has only two seats
including his, inthe State Legislative Assenbly.

Donpok' s party has 11 nmenbers in the House, not to nention the success
of the PDS in bringing devel opment to the Kadazandusun conmunity by setting
up the Kadazandusun Language Foundati on, Kadazandusun Chanber of Conmerce
and I ndustry (KCCI) and getting the Kadazandusun | anguage i ntroduced in
Sabah school s beginning fromlast year.

In the first two phases, the incom ng chief mnister was appoi nted by
pronoting the i ncunbent deputy chief m nister.

Dat uk Sal |l eh Said Keruak took over from Tun Sakaran Dandai after
Sakaran was appoi nted the Yang Di pertua Negeri and Datuk Yong Teck Lee (the
present Chief Mnister) succeeded Salleh when the turn for a Muslim
Bum putera | eader was over.

If thisis to be the tradition Kurup has the edge over Donpok.

But, Dr Mahathir recently indicated that the appoi ntnment of the new
chief mnister should not necessarily followthat trend or tradition.

"We promised for the post of Chief Mnister to be rotated from anong
the | eaders of the three major conmmunities. The question of whether the
candi date shoul d be a deputy chief mnister or not is a different issue
al together," Dr Mahathir had said.

The prinme mnister's statenent is seen by political observers as an
opener for Donmpok to break the tradition of a deputy chief ninister taking
over fromthe outgoing chief mnister.

On the other hand, the observers said Kurups's chances are still there
because the prine minister did not say that a deputy chief mnister could
not be appoi nted chief ninister.

"Peopl e are going to associate the appoi ntnent of the third chief
mnister with the next election. The question is when will he be appoi nted,
after or before the state election," said an observer.

He said an election held in 1999 would nmean that the new chief ninister
fromthe non-Mislimconmunity woul d | ead t he governnent for |ess than a
year.



On the other hand, the observer said, holding the election before the
appoi ntmrent of the new chief mnister would nmean that the non-Mislim chief
m ni ster woul d have two conplete and uninterrupted years at the helm

May is a nuch awaited nonth for the Kadazandusuns to have one of their
| eaders appointed as chief minister and it will be nore propitious because
they cel ebrate the harvest festival, Tadau Kaanmatan on May 31 every year.

The question remains, who will be the new chief mnister? -- BERNAMA
JS HAR rn
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