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THE REASON WHY DPM S POST NOT FI LLED

KUALA LUMPUR, COct 7 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad di d not appoint a deputy to avoid people fromassuming that the
person had his endorsenent in the contest for the post of Umo deputy
presi dent next year, said Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chik
t oday.

He said it was for this reason that the Umo Supreme Council |ast night
accepted Dr Mahathir's deci sion.

The posts of Deputy Prinme Mnister and Umo deputy president fal
vacant follow ng the expul sion of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromthe
government and the party.

The Suprenme Council al so agreed that Umo vice-presidents Datuk Seri
Naji b Tun Razak and Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi woul d jointly perform
the duties of Umo deputy president.

"Both vice-presidents will also act as joint chairnmen of the Umo
Managerment and Disciplinary Conmittee," he said.

Anot her Umo vice-president Tan Sri Mihanmad Haji Muihammad Taib is
taking | eave after being charged in court for allegedly failing to declare
hi s asset.

Asked whet her the contest for the deputy president's post would be
opened to all Umo nenbers, Sabbaruddi n said: "Wat happens tonorrow or
days after will depend on current situation."
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