14 AUG 1998
PBB- Cont est
THERE' S "1 NVI SI BLE HANDS" | N DY PRESI DENT' S CONTEST, SAYS JOHAR

KUCHI NG Aug 14 (Bernamm) -- State Industrial Devel opnent M nister
Dat uk Abang Johari Tun Openg said today there are "invisible hands”
involved in the the three-cornered contest for the deputy presidency of the
Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu (PBB) at the party polls on Aug 28.

Abang Johari is challenging two other PBB | eaders, incumbent deputy
presi dent Datuk Abang Abu Bakar Mistapha and state m ni ster Datuk Adenan
Satemin the first such contest for the post in 12 years.

"l amcontesting not only against ny good friend Datuk Adenan Satem but
al so invisible hands who are financially strong but dare not cone out to
contest for the post" he told reporters here.

Bot h Abang Johari and Adenan are party vice presidents.

Adenan, the Agriculture and Food Industries mnister, received 32
nom nati ons for the post, Abang Johari 14 noni nations while Abang Abu Bakar
managed to obtain only one nomi nation

Abang Johari appeared enotional at the news conference when he tal ked
of the tactics used by the "financially strong invisible hands" to
i nfluence the outconme of the contest for the party's No. 2 post.

Before the start of the news conference, Abang Johari asked: " Were's
Borneo Post....it's no point if only the Sarawak Tri bune and Utusan Sarawak
are present".

The Borneo Post is regarded here as the nore "independent" of Sarawak
newspapers and i s popul ar for publishing dissenting views fromnenbers of
the ruling parties and as well as the opposition

Abang Johari spoke of tactics being used by the "invisible hands" to
i nfluence the outconme of the polls, including by spreadi ng word t hat
because Adenan had received a nomination fromthe Asajaya division headed
by party president and Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud, he
(Adenan) had Tai b's backi ng.

Asked if he foresaw a split in PBB, the backone conponent nenber of the
ruling State Barisan Nasional coalition, because of the contest, he sinply
replied: " | don't know'

Abang Johari al so sprang another surprise when he deni ed that he woul d
be defending his vice-president's post at the polls.

According to the Iist of candidates rel eased by the party on Wdnesday,
Abang Johari's name was anong 10 candi dates vying for the vice presidency.

He said he was not a candidate for the V-P because he did not sign the
formto defend the post and that he was only contesting for the deputy
pr esi dency.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad is expected to open the
t hree-day PBB Convention from Aug 26

Yest erday, a senior aide of Abang Abu Bakar, the incunmbent deputy
president, said that Abang Abu Bakar was unlikely to pull out of the race
despite getting only one nomi nation.

The ai de had al so spoken of the "strong pressure" being applied on
Abang Abu Bakar to withdraw but said that his boss would "fight it out".

Wth two weeks before the party convention, political observers said
PBB was in for its nost exciting polls in 12 years that would likely see
maj or changes in the party line-up.

Tai b and anot her party Deputy President Tan Sri Al fred Jabu, who
represents the Dayak wi ng of the party (al so known as the Pesaka wi ng) have
been returned unopposed but there are contests for nost of the other posts.
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